When there is no peace

They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious.
“Peace, peace,” they say, when there is no peace. (Jeremiah 6:14)

| wonder what peace felt like in 1945, after 9th May or 16th August?
These, of course, were the days after Victory in Europe Day and
then Victory in Japan Day. Once the parties and hangovers were
cleared up, life would go on as before, for many months to come:
with shortages, rationing, men overseas, houses bombed and
people on the move. On the continent and in the Far East it was
much worse.

What does it feel like now? Yes, we have had ‘peace’ of sorts in most
of Europe between the major continental powers for decades, which
is an achievement, but there is no peace in Ukraine, the Middle East
or Sudan. If anything, the world is now looking to be a more
dangerous place.

This verse from the prophet Jeremiah was the theme of a sermon
recently. The preacher talked about peace making, peace keeping
and a lasting peace, which are not the same and require different
skills. In and after the Second World War peace making meant
winning the war and defeating evil. Peace keeping was occupying
the defeated lands until they could establish communities built on
democracy and justice. (The preacher was born exactly nine months
after either VE or VJ Day, so he was a ‘child of peace’!)

What about a lasting peace? Many world leaders say, “Peace,
Peace” but they mean only peace on their terms and do not care
about anything else.

As Christians we should:

Pray for the peace makers: the women and men in the forces
Pray for peace keepers: the experts helping to build new societies
Pray for lasting peace: the willingness of world leaders and
politicians to act for the greater good.



