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Contact Numbers 
 
Minister: Rev Kim Stilwell  01584 318628 
 
Church Administrator: Mrs Sarah Kellett; 01584 879233 
Community Chaplain: Mrs Ruth Downes  01584 890186 
Website: www.ludlowmethodistchurch.org 

Church Stewards    

Geoff Edwardson       01584 879895 Maureen Farmery 01584 874590 

John Mountford 01584 873265 Annie Jones 01584 876105 

Cathy Pritchard 01584 856580 David Evans 01584 890670 

    

Church Secretary 
                  

Mike Owens 01584 872943 

 Church Treasurer John Eadie 01584 877761 

                 

Luncheon Fellowship Kath Watkins 01584 872265 

   

Wives and Friends Janet Williams 01584 875220 

Room Bookings  Church Office 01584 879233 

Junior Church    

Pastoral Coordinator Dorothy Eadie 01584 877761 

Prayer Coordinator Heather Price 01584 876480 

Church Website               Church Office 01584 879233 

Sunday Church Notices John Eadie 01584 877761 

Magazine       Edith Blair 01584 872561 

Traidcraft                                                   Stephen Dalton 01584 873405 
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Dear Friends 
 
We’re often challenged by the 
question: “how is the church 
relevant to the needs of our 
people and the world today?” 
Stabbings, shootings, climate 
change, war, poverty, abuse, 
extremism, neglect and politi-
cal turmoil are all sad facets of 
today’s world and can seem 
far removed from the Sunday 
gatherings and singing of hymns that we engage in.  
The image pictured here is taken in the church “Dominus 
Flevit” (Jesus wept) which is on the Mount of Olives, overlooking 
Jerusalem. Facing the altar you look past the cross through the 
glass to the city – a microcosm of all that is wrong in the world to-
day. It is through the image of the cross that we see the world. 
Of course, the cross that we contemplate again in the coming 
weeks speaks to us of our individual at-oneness with God – that 
sense that it is a personal statement to each that we are forgiven, 
we are loved, that much.  
But it is also a message for the world in all its groaning today. The 
Cross spoke, and speaks to a chaotic world of the power of sacrifi-
cial love – love for neighbour and for God. It’s an answer to the 
world’s problems that isn’t instant, but requires patience. It doesn’t 
involve the use of military strength, and refuses to be caught up in 
tit-for-tat revenge and condemnation. It’s a costly answer which is 
about winning over the hearts of men and women to love one an-
other in being drawn to him who is raised up and stretches out his 
arms for us. It’s an answer which carries the message “God is with 
us” and, through the resurrection can never be defeated. It’s a mes-
sage of hope.  
This is not an immediate, knee-jerk answer to today’s problems – 
but it is the answer, profoundly and perpetually relevant to all the 
needs of the world. 
Praise be to the one who was born as man, died on the Cross and 
rose again for us! 
        Kim 
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Please submit articles for the May issue of the 
magazine by April 21st AT LATEST,  
these should be given to a Steward, or e:mailed 
to:- blair@cuilbeag.plus.com 
 

CANDLELIGHT                                     Joy Lello 
 
This is the loveliest time of all, 
this April day’s departing – 
a memory carried on the evening breeze, 
sighing along the hedgerows. 
Slowly the brilliant orange sun 
has disappeared from view below the hill, 
trailing flame-coloured banners through the sky; 
and in the brambled churchyard, 
where peevish birds go bickering to roost, 
dusk gentles down consolingly, 
to lull them irresistibly to sleep. 
 
This is the very loveliest time of all, 
when pale magnolia candles glimmer by the path, 
lighting the way to moonrise. 

https://www.pexels.com/photo/nature-sky-sunset-the-mountains-66997/
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Other events 
Wednesday 10th April, evening, FFRC Quiz night in Wesley’s Café 
Thursday 11th April, 7.30pm, Leaders meeting 
Saturday 13th April, 9am – 1pm, Mind Coffee morning 
Monday 29th April **moved from Thursday 25th ** Church AGM 

April Services 
7th April 
10.30am - Holy Communion - Rev. Deanne Evans 
6.00pm – Café Praise – Rev Den Bulloss 
14th April 
10.30am – Morning Worship – Joyce Evans 
6.00pm - Church in the Café 
Holy Week: 
16th, 17th, & 18th April  
10.30am – Holy Week Reflections 
18th April 
6.00pm – Maundy Thursday Service 
19th April  
(Walk of Witness)  9.30am from Ludlow Mascall Centre 
11.00am – Good Friday Service 
21st April: Easter Sunday 
8.00am – Whitcliffe Common 
10.30am – Holy Communion – Rev. Kim Stilwell 
4.00pm - Tea and Worship – Maureen Farmery 
28th April 
10.30am - Morning Worship - Rev. Don Pickard 
6.00pm - Holy Communion - Rev. Richard Hall 
Blackford Chapel 
21st April: Easter Sunday 
3.00pm – Holy Communion – Rev. Kim Stilwell 
 

THY KINGDOM COME 2019 
Come and be inspired and equipped to support your church. 

To enable every local church to participate and explore simple and 
creative prayer activities in the days between  Ascension  

and Pentecost; May 30th – June 9th 2019. 
Friday, April 5th 3.00 – 5.00pm at Leominster Methodist church, 

Green Lane, Leominster, HR6 8QJ  Refreshments provided.  
No need to book, contact Andrea Sheppick 

amcs92@btinternet.com 
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 Emergency Transport 
 
A big thank you to all who responded to my 
plea for drivers to take folk to hospital  etc. 
We now have a list of 12 volunteers. That 
list Sarah controls. Anyone who needs a lift 
should phone Sarah who will then check 
who is available and allocate a driver. If an 
emergency arises at the weekend then 
please speak to any Steward and we shall try to help.  

QUIZ EVENING 
Wednesday 10th April 2019 at 7.30 pm in Wes-
ley’s cafe.  Come along and test your knowledge. 
Quiz arranged by Geoff & Maureen Farmery. 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

Holy Week Reflections:   16th, 17th, 18th at 10.30am 
Maundy Thursday 18th  6.00 pm 
Good Friday: 9.30am Walk of Witness from Mascall Centre 
      11.00am Good Friday Service 
Easter  Day 
  8.00am on Whitcliffe—Rejoice 
10.30 Holy Communion 
  4.00pm Tea and Worship 
 

                  BLACKFORD   
  

Methodist Chapel 
EASTER SUNDAY 
 Rev Kim Stilwell 

Sacrament 
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The Skifflers were back 
On Saturday 23rd February we were treated to a really fun evening 
featuring the Skifflers….David vocalist and guitar, Robert electric 
guitar, Jude drums and John tea-chest bass with music by Lonnie 
Donnegan, Elvis and others. The audience took part in singing, 
clapping and foot tapping, some were dancing in Wesleys…it was 
all most enjoyable. The money raised was £312.00 being divided 
between our church funds and Shropshire Mind group supporting 
people with mental health issues, which was much appreciated. 
Skifflers please return soon.                                 M.P. 

LIVING LENT 

Have you responded to the challenges of the 

Living Lent initiative?  I am doing what I can 

with the single use plastics.  It’s not easy as 

plastic invades most of our life.  I take con-

tainers to the shops, including supermarkets, 

for meats, fish, etc and the shopkeepers are 

very receptive to that.  I am avoiding pre-

packaged goods as much as possible and using paper bags when 

available or just putting loose goods into my bags. 

 

Buying nothing new for a short period is not a problem for me.  I’m 

trying not to use the car for short journeys.  I enjoy using the town 

bus. We eat less meat than we used to but don’t feel able to give it 

up completely as yet. We’re pretty careful with electricity use, but 

probably could do better.  We have solar panels on the roof.  How 

about you? 

 

We are about halfway through Lent now.  It would be interesting to 

hear what others are doing.  Maybe you could write a short item for 

next month’s magazine.  Lent will be over by then but it would be 

good to know what others have done and if you feel able to carry 

on with the experiment for the sake of the planet. 
Elizabeth Wright 
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ACROSS: 1, Priesthood. 7, Replica. 8, Get up. 10, Calf. 11, Gover-
nor. 13, See you. 15, Not see. 17, Incident. 18, Sake. 21, NSPCC. 
22, Trample. 23, Perishable.  

DOWN: 1, Papal. 2, In it. 3, Shalom. 4, Huguenot. 5, Outings. 6, 
Procession. 9, Perseveres. 12, Mordecai. 14, Escapee. 16, Snatch. 
19, Apple. 20, Lamb. 

The Ludlow French Twinning Association is currently preparing 
for this year’s visit to our twin town in Normandy, la Ferté  Macé. 
We shall be travelling by coach and ferry to France on May 29th, 
returning Monday 3rd  June. 
There we will be welcomed by our friends in France, many of whom 
have longstanding friendships with our Ludlow members. 
We like to involve people of all ages and make no charge for 
young people up to 18 years – as long as they bring an adult fam-
ily member with them. (Schools are generally happy to give permis-
sion for a day’s absence for their students to have this special and 
educational experience.) 
This is a great opportunity to be part of French family life, practise 
French (though English is fine), eat French food and to cement re-
lations with our nearest continental neighbours – regardless of the 
political situation. 
We are already looking ahead to 2020 and the visit of ‘les Fertois’ 
to Ludlow where we shall be hosting them again in the 33rd year of 
the French Twinning tradition. 
To find out more please contact Pauline Oram on 
pandgoram@gmail.com or see the website. 

Plant Sale on 25
th

 May, 2019. 10:00am to 12:00 Noon. 
Fun in Fund Raising Committee is again holding this 
event and your help is needed. When you are sowing 
Vegetable or Flower seeds or taking cuttings please 
add some more for sale at the above. 
Further details relating to the day will follow later but 
starting growing now is very important. 
If you have any queries please have a word with any Committee 
Member and in the meantime thanks for your anticipated help. 
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Great expectations 
At a baptism the young minister was full of enthusiasm.  He held 
the baby in his arms and speculated aloud as to the child’s possible 
future.  “He may become a captain of industry, a great scientist, or 
a gifted teacher – someone on whom hundreds of young boys may 
model themselves.”  Then turning to the parents in a rather grand 
manner, he asked, “And so what name to you give to this child?” 
Timidly, the reply came: “Amanda Jane.” 

The Rev Tony Horsfall finds that getting older makes him want to 
use his time more wisely. A good thing to think about in Lent! 
 
God and the Tesco token 
I was shopping recently with my wife at the local Tesco store. Hav-
ing paid for our goods we were given a blue token, which my wife 
explained we could place in the donation box of a local good cause 
as we left the shop. 
Sure enough, near the exit were three large plastic containers into 
which we could drop our token, each representing a different chari-
ty needing support. The more tokens they receive, the bigger the 
donation they will be given from the supermarket, so it was a 
weighty choice! I chose the local Youth Choir. 
I am in the habit, just before I sleep, of looking back over the day 
that just finished. That night as I went to sleep God reminded me 
about the blue token and my concern to use it wisely. As I get older 
I am increasingly aware of the importance of every day, that each 
new day is a gift from God to be enjoyed and cherished. None of us 
know how many days we have, but we do know they are running 
out. All the more reason, then, to use them wisely. 
As I thought about the token it seemed to me that with each new 
day I have been given the gift of a token from God, and I should do 
my best to use it for His glory. When we are young, with our lives 
stretching out ahead of us, it is as if we have thousands of tokens 
to spend (70 years, for example, would be 25,550 tokens), so to 
waste a few is not such a disaster. However, now that I am in my 
69th year, there may not be so many tokens left! I need to spend 
each one wisely. 
Moses, who lived to the grand old age of 120, prayed to God like 
this: “Teach us to number our days aright that we may gain a heart 
of wisdom (Psalm 90:12).” 
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Treasurer 

John Eadie will have covered the role of treasurer for two years in Sep-

tember and stated when he took the post on that he would do it for two 

years to help out. We are therefore seeking someone to take over from 

him and thought it would be good to set out the essentials of the post. Pre-

requisites are a fairly competent ability with Excel, though it is not a diffi-

cult program to use, and the ability to use a computer to access the bank 

account, again not difficult! 

• Paying in to the bank of the weekly givings is carried out by 

Sarah and Mary Hollins at present and they produce a sheet which 

the treasurer inputs into the Annual figures spreadsheet and files 

the sheet for the accountants. (less than 15 mins/week) 

• Every two or three weeks, treasurer pays invoices that have 

come in, mostly by BACs, some by cheque, all of which need au-

thorisation by one of the other signatories. (20 mins/month) 

• We receive statements from the bank monthly. These need to 

be reconciled, direct debit giving put into the spreadsheet, and 

payments out also recorded on the spreadsheet and invoices filed 

for the accountants. (30 mins/month) 

• BACs payments for room bookings then need to be reconciled 

with the Googlesheet emailed by Sarah to ensure that all are paid. 

(15 mins/month) 

• Reporting to Property and Finance, Church Leadership and 

Cluster Council/annual Church meetings is expected. (each quar-

terly) 

• At the end of the tax year (April 5), Ron Gittings needs a list of 

all direct debit givings for Gift Aid to be recovered. (1 hour annual-

ly) 

• In September, after the end of our financial year, papers need 

to be prepared for the accountants. They need the two folders of 

credits and debits, bank statements, statements from TMCP and 

CFB and brief statements from all internal organisations. (1 hour 

annually) 

If you think you could help and take over this vital role, please see Kim. 
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Prayer Focus                                                                   

At the beginning of April we shall be three weeks from Easter Sun-
day and it seems a good time to look back and see where our Lent  
journey has led us thus far.  Have we kept those resolves which we 
made on Ash Wednesday?   The things that have spoken to me are 
true confession, Spending more time practising the Presence of 
God, (not easy when domestic matters keep flooding your mind!) 
and knowing that in my weakness I shall know God’s Strength.                                                                                                      
In the Lord’s prayer we say, ‘For give us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us’, what are the sins of which we need to 
repent?   As we grow older we form habits in our attitudes and 
judgements which hinder God’s love and grace reaching out to 
those we meet, maybe a case of specks of dust and planks of 
wood! We will only see ourselves as we really are when we see 
ourselves in the light of God’s love.   I read once of a Christian man 
who had run a very successful business and things were going 
well, his staff seemed happy and he was satisfied that he was giv-
ing them an income and making their lives better. One day, during 
a church service prayer time, the preacher suggested they had a 
period of silence so that each member of the congregation could 
call to mind their sins.  The business man was struggling to think of 
anything that he could confess until he had a vision of Jesus on the 
cross and saw himself in the light of the love which shone out from 
the cross and heard the words of Jesus ‘Forgive them for they do 
not know what they are doing’.  His life was changed and his walk 
with God moved in a new direction.    In some churches they have 
prayer partners who meet together regularly and share very per-
sonal concerns about relationships and problems each is facing.  
This is not about beating ourselves up but taking down the 
barriers and allowing the love and grace of God to flood our 
lives.                                                          Following on from that 
clause are the words, ‘As we forgive those who sin against us’.  
Sometimes when someone has hurt us very deeply we find it 
hard to forgive like the vicar whose young son was killed by a 
drink driver not far from the vicarage.  For months and months 
he felt nothing but anger against the drink driver, now in pris-
on for the offence.  Bitterness built up in him until it consumed 
him and was destroying his ministry.  He went into the church, 
knelt before the alter and poured out his heart to God and in 
God’s strength he was able to forgive and he said’It was like a 
dark, dark cloud being lifted from him.  In Thought for Today 
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Those people who visit our Cathedrals  

Each year the Research and Statistics De-

partment of the Archbishops’ Council asks all 

42 Cathedrals in the Church of England (plus 

Westminster Abbey which is not technically a 

Cathedral but a Royal Peculiar) to complete a 

form giving attendance information. The lat-

est data, published autumn 2017, gave de-

tails for 2016.  

 In 2016, a total of 37,000 people attended services at 

our Cathedrals. (Up from 26,000 in 2000.) That was an aver-

age of 880 people per Cathedral per week. Just over half of 

them, or 19,000, were Sunday churchgoers. The rest came to 

weekday services. 

 In 2016 there were some 9 million visitors to English 

Cathedrals, plus a further 1.1 million to Westminster Abbey. 

Roughly half, 47%, of the visitors were paying visitors.  

 In 2016 a total of 850 choirs visited Cathedrals – an av-

erage of 20 choirs per Cathedral. There were some 2,000 reg-

ular Cathedral choristers in 2016, of whom three-quarters 

were child choristers (split 52% boys, 48% girls) and the re-

mainder Lay Clerks or Choral Scholars (90% men, 10% wom-

en).  

 Just exactly why do people go to cathedrals? A survey 

reported by Prof Leslie Francis in 2015 found 77% went be-

cause of the preaching, 76% because of the music and 73% 

because of the choir. 89% liked the spiritual atmosphere in a 

cathedral, 87% the feeling of peace. Three-quarters, 76%, 

liked the friendly atmosphere and almost the same number, 

72%, said there were people in the Cathedral they felt they 

could turn to for spiritual help.  
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Rebels with knitting needles 
The young are rebelling again – this time, it seems, 
against the digital age. A recent study of 18-to-21-
year-olds found that 83 per cent prefer to read a 
printed book rather than a tablet.  They are also 
discovering the joys of knitting, fishing, and fruit 
picking, doing crosswords, and gardening. 
Privilege Insurance, which conducted the research, said it was 
great to see the younger generation “defy stereotypes and expecta-
tions.” 

Want to be creative? Have a cup of tea 

Tea-drinkers have always known that almost anything is pos-
sible, with a cup of tea in your hand, and now it seems that 
the scientists are catching up with them. For there seems to 
be proof that a simple cup of tea can spark an instant burst of 
your brainpower and creativity, enhancing your mood and 
cognitive ability.  
 Yet, although tea contains both caffeine and theanine, 
both of which increase attentiveness and alertness, these do 
not usually take effect as quickly as the simple act of drinking 
tea seems to do. Thus, researchers suspect that simply drink-
ing the tea works to enhance your mood.  
 Tests found that drinking tea helped people in both di-
vergent thinking (the process of coming up with a number of 
new ideas around a central theme), and also with creativity. 
This must make tea the go-to drink for writers, artists and 
musicians, and indeed anyone looking for inspiration. So - go 
put the kettle on! 
The study appeared in the journal Food Quality 
and Preference. 
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this morning the speaker called Lent a period of waiting, let us 
pray that we will wait in anticipation, that “freed from the sin that 
so easily besets us” we may come to Easter Day with a fresh vi-
sion of God’s Glory.                                                                                        
How can your pardon reach and bless,                                           
the unforgiving heart                                                                             
that broods on wrongs, and will not let                                              
old bitterness depart.                                                                                

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls,                                       
and bid resentment cease;                                                                                   
then, reconciled by God to all,                                                          
our lives will spread your peace.   StF 423                                                                                  

We are facing a world crisis on many different fronts in our 
world, not least in our own Country where our political system is 
in melt down and domestic issues such as Homelessness, pov-
erty, knife crime, domestic abuse, to name but a few, are being 
overlooked. We, as the Kingdom of God on earth, need to hold 
before God in prayer central and local government appointed re-
spresentatives, for people of faith throughout the world to come 
together in unity and harmony for the common good.                                                           
Let us hold before God our young people caught up in social me-
dia, some of whom are contemplating self harm or even suicide.                                                               
Let us hold before God our church family, for Kim and his family, 
our stewards and all who take part in the various activities  
throughout the week, for those involved in activities in the com-
munity that we all may pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. 

Suffering God, you lift us from our deepest grief,                         
when emotion blinds us to our own belief.                                          
In love you touch us with your nail torn hand                                  
and your wounds remind us why you understand. 

Risen God, you show us love too strong for death, evil deeds de-
feated by your living breath,                                                               
In love you teach us never to despair,                                                       
your new life reminds us, hope is always there.  StF 524         B.C.         

BC                                                                      
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Easter joy      Tony Horsfall   
I remember vividly a simple poster I saw on the notice board of our 
local Methodist Chapel. It had a silhouette of three crosses on a hill, 
and underneath the words, ‘FOR YOU’. Nothing fancy or clever, but 
a clear presentation of the Easter message, and it struck me deeply. 
At Easter our thoughts are drawn to the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. These events are central to our faith, but sometimes we can 
over-complicate their meaning. The heart of it, though, remains very 
simple: Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and on 
the third day was raised to life (1Corinthians 15:3). 
He died to show his love for you. He gave his life as a demonstration 
or proof of the love He has for each one of us, no matter who we are 
or what we have done. He was motivated to lay down His life for us, 
not out of duty or obligation, but compassionate love. See Romans 
5:8 
He died to set you free. Sin has entangled every one of us. We are 
under it’s power and unable to ourselves to loosen its grip. At the 
cross Jesus dealt with sin once and for all by dying in our place. 
Now, when we turn to Him for help, we can be released from the hold 
it has on us and find complete forgiveness. 
He died to bring you home. The Cross makes it possible for us to be 
reconciled to God. Like the prodigal son we were once far away from 
God, but now because we have been forgiven, we can return to our 
true home in God. A welcome awaits us, and a joy-filled reunion is 
possible. 
This Easter, why not think about these two simple words: FOR YOU. 
 

 
General Church Meeting.  
It's that time of year again for getting together and sharing your de-
lights and fears with others at the General Church Meeting. This will 
be held on Monday 29th April at 7.30pm.Everyone is welcome to at-
tend this meeting, It is your opportunity to have your say about the 
life of this church in the coming year. We are planning to donate the 
usual £8000 which, together with the other donations made through-
out the year, represents some 10% of our annual income. If you wish 
to propose a charity for nomination at this meeting,  Church mem-
bers are asked to send in their proposals to our Church Administra-
tor, Sarah, to arrive no later than April 7th.Thank you.  D.H. 
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The extraordinary success of Robinson Crusoe    
  
It was 300 years ago, on 25th April 1719, that Daniel 
Defoe’s novel Robinson Crusoe was first published. 
The book is believed to be second only to the Bible in 
the number of translations made. 
The author was born Daniel Foe in London in 1860 
and added the De to his name when he was 40. His 
father was a butcher and a Presbyterian, and he him-
self had thoughts at one time of becoming a Presby-
terian minister. 
He had various business and commercial interests and was de-
clared bankrupt more than once. He was also a journalist and pam-
phleteer, and in 1703 he was jailed for publishing The Shortest Way 
with the Dissenters – a rather unsuccessful satire seen as a 
‘seditious libel’ – but was released after five months and became a 
government agent. 
He turned to fiction and published The Life and Strange Surprizing 
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe at the age of 59. 
Presented as an autobiography by Mr Crusoe, the book was at first 
thought to be true but was later believed to be based on the experi-
ences of Scottish castaway Alexander Selkirk, who lived for four 
years on a Pacific island 400 miles west of Chile. Now renamed 
Robinson Crusoe Island, it bears little resemblance to the island in 
Defoe’s novel.       Tim Lenton 

Hands Together Luncheon Club 
 
Rev Kim was our door steward and waiter be-
fore he came to finish his duties by giving us a 
most interesting talk on his Annual Bike Ride. 
This year it was to Holyhead calling at Bar-
mouth for a night stop, getting there after managing the steep hills 
in Wales. 
Starting the next day after their rest and breakfast to continue to-
Holyhead. At the Britania bridge they split up, Kim and Stella taking 
a longer route while the other two kept to main roads so that they 
would meet up to catch the train home. They all arrived at the plat-
form on time.     Kath Watkins 
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Moses and the Red Sea 
Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had 
learned in Sunday school. ‘Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God 
sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt. 
“When he got to the Red Sea, Moses had his army build a pontoon 
bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then, he radioed 
HQ for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge 
and all the Israelites were saved.” 
“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his 
mother asked, startled. 
“Well, no,” her son admitted.  “But if I told it the way the teacher did, 
you’d never believe it!” 

Happy Birthday, Manchester City!    
       Tim Lenton 
 
Manchester City Football Club, top of the pile 
in the Premier League last season and now in 
the running for more honours, was founded 
125 years ago, on 16th April 1894 – as a reor-
ganised church team. 
The original church team was established in 
1880, initially by two churchwardens at St Mark’s (West Gorton), as 
an attempt to benefit the community by curbing local gang violence, 
‘loutish behaviour’ and alcoholism at a time of high unemployment 
in East Manchester. 
Gorton AFC, as it became, won only one game in its first season, 
but from 1887, after a new piece of ground on Hyde Road was 
found for a pitch, it became Ardwick AFC, and in 1894 Manchester 
City. During the early years its main competitor was nearby Newton 
Heath, which became Manchester United. 
United’s ground, Old Trafford, is now west of the city centre. But 
both Gorton and Ardwick are within a couple of miles of the Etihad, 
Manchester City’s stadium, and so their link is still close. 
Ardwick was elected to the new Second Division when two-tier foot-
ball came to England in 1892; because the Premier League started 
in 1992, Ardwick/MCFC were in the Football League for exactly 100 
years. 
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Church leaders give blessing to plastic-free 
faith Easter Egg 
 
The Archbishop of York and the lead Bishop for 
the environment have welcomed a ‘plastic free’ 
version of The Real Easter Egg. 
Out of the 80 million eggs sold in the UK every 
year The Real Easter Egg is the only one which 
includes a 24 page copy of the Easter story in the box, is Fairtrade 
and supports charitable causes.  And now, this year the Real East-
er Egg is going plastic-free. 
The change is in response to a survey which found that 96% of 
Christians think it is important for Easter Eggs to be plastic-free and 
news that 11.5 million tonnes of food packaging waste is produced 
every year. 
David Marshall from the Meaningful Chocolate Company, who 
make the Real Easter Egg, said: “Easter eggs don’t have to cost 
the earth. We have replaced plastic bags, tamper-seals and Best 
Before stickers with paper versions. There is still the same amount 
of chocolate in the Real Easter Egg and the box sizes are the 
same, but the redesign means our Dark and Original Egg will save 
at least 5 tonnes of plastic and 175 tonnes of card in the next five 
years.” 
The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, said; “I am delighted 
that an Easter Egg, which shares the Story of Easter, is leading the 
way by reducing packaging.” 
 The Bishop of Salisbury, The Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, said; “As 
the lead bishop on the environment for the Church of England I am 
delighted that an Easter Egg, is taking seriously the care of our 
planet.” 
 

The bishop’s visit 
A bishop was visiting a small church in his diocese 
for Easter.  He wanted the young people to under-
stand what he had to say about the Good Shepherd, 
so he dressed up in his bishop’s long, flowing robes 
and carried his crook.  “Now,” beamed the bishop, 
“do you know who I am?” 
After a moment’s silence, one child ventured “Little 
Bo Peep?” 
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 Easter trivia quiz 
 
What was the largest ever Easter egg hunt? 
The most-ever entrants for an egg hunt competition was 12,773.  It 
was The Fabergé Big Egg Hunt, as part of World Record London, 
in London, UK in April 2012. 
 
What was the largest-ever decorated Easter egg? 
This was built in March 2008, by Freeport in Alcochete, Portugal.  It 
measured 14.79 m (48 ft 6 in) long and 8.40 m (27 ft 6 in) in diame-
ter. 
 
What was the largest ever chocolate Easter egg? 
It was made in Tosca (Italy) and weighed 7,200 kg (15,873 lbs 4.48 
oz).  It had a circumference of 19.6 m (64 ft 3.65 in) at its widest 
point. It was exhibited in a shopping centre in Cortenuova, Italy, in 
April 2011. 
 
What was the largest ever Easter egg tree? 
This was set by Zoo Rostock GmbH, Rostock, Germany, who deco-
rated a tree with 76,596 painted hens’ eggs in April 2007. 
 
What about the most expensive hot cross bun? 
This was baked in 1829 in Stepney, London, UK.  It was bought by 
Bill Foster (UK) for £155 at the Antiques for Everyone show at the 
NEC in Birmingham, West Midlands, UK, in April 2000.   Hot cross 
buns were originally made to hang in the kitchen to ward off evil 
spirits. 
 
What was the biggest-ever (real) Easter bunny? 
So far, the longest rabbit was Darius, a Flemish giant rabbit owned 
by Annette Edwards (UK), who was found to be 4 ft 3 in (129 cm) 
long when measured for an article in the UK’s Daily Mail newspaper 
in April 2010. 
 

15 
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Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!   Hallelujah!   April brings us to 
Easter – the crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - the 
triumphant highlight of the Christian year.  As St Paul pointed out, 
unless Jesus really did rise again, our faith is useless, and we may 
as well forget any hope of heaven or eternal life. 
 
Passover  Bread Wine    Body Blood    Mary 
Betrayal  Jerusalem  Pilate  Gethsemane 
Judas  Trial  Crucifixion  Soldiers 
Cross  Nails  Vinegar Temple risen 
Curtain tomb  angel  stone  gardener 

Christian upbringing 
After the baptism of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all 

the way home in the back seat of the car. His father asked him 
three times what was wrong. Finally, the boy replied, “That preach-
er said he wants us brought up in a Christian home, but I want to 
stay with you and Mum.” 
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‘Talking Jesus’ course gives Christians a new voice  
 
“Now I feel confident talking about my walk with Jesus.” That’s the 
verdict of Paula, a Yorkshire mum who has been on the Talking Je-
sus course and has been inspired to speak up. 
She is not alone. The course is giving ordinary Christians across an 
extraordinary range of denominations, ethnicities and backgrounds, 
a new voice to share their faith. 
The Talking Jesus course is a six-part video course available on 
USB or DVD. Paula did the course at St Michael le Belfrey, an An-
glican church in York. They ran Talking Jesus for parents from the 
Mums and Tots group whilst their children were in a crèche. 
Paula is one of thousands of Christians enthused by the course to 
talk about Jesus to friends, family members and work colleagues. 
Since the course was launched last year, more than 4,000 copies 
have been distributed and 18,000 booklets have been sold. 
Edinburgh church minister Gordon Kennedy said, ‘The response to 
the course has been more than I could have hoped for. One man in 
his 50s, a regular at Sunday church but still young as a believer, 
spoke of having had three conversations with people he has met 
while walking his dog. 
Another older man spoke of how he has taken the opportunity to 
speak of his faith and hope in Jesus when asked about his treat-
ment for cancer. All those at the course have spoken of how they 
are praying for the five names they wrote down on week one, and 
many have now had opportunities to speak to some of them about 
Jesus. 
HOPE’s executive director Roy Crowne, one of the team who made 
the course, says, “The course is being used by an amazing number 
of churches – large and small, black and white, in cities, towns and 
villages: RCCG, Methodist, Anglican, Baptist and new churches. 
Gold Hill Baptist Church, King’s Church London, across its three 
sites, and Catholic churches are using it too.” 
Talking Jesus – The Course can be ordered from hopepublish-
ing.org.uk. It includes a DVD or USB with six training videos, plus 
parable-style films and an accompanying 44-page course booklet. 
The DVD version costs £19.99; the USB version costs £24.99. Ex-
tra copies of the booklet can be bought separately for group mem-
bers from £1 a copy. 
 



12 

Across 
1  ‘You are a chosen people, a royal — ’ (1 Peter 2:9) (10)  
7  Exact copy (Joshua 22:28) (7)  
8  Jesus’ first words to Jairus’s daughter, ‘My child, — — ’ (Luke 
8:54) (3,2)  
10 Idol made by the Israelites while Moses was on Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 32:4) (4)  
11 Role allotted to Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 42:6) (8)  
13 ‘Lord, when did we — — hungry and feed you?’ (Matthew 25:37) 
(3,3)  
15 ‘Though seeing, they do — —; though hearing, they do not hear 
or understand’ (Matthew 13:13) (3,3)  
17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8) 
18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the — of 
Christ’ (Philippians 3:7) (4) 
21 National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
(1,1,1,1,1) 
22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)  
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) (10) 
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Down 
1  Of the pope (5)  
2  ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything — — ’ (Psalm 24:1) (2,2)  
3  Hebrew word for the kind of peace that Jesus promised (6)  
4  Member of a 16th-century Protestant reform movement in France 
(8)  
5  Sing out (anag.) (7)  
6  Ceremonial column of people on the move (1 Samuel 10:5) (10)  
9  One of the things love always does (1 Corinthians 13:7) (10)  
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot to assassinate King Xerxes 
(Esther 2:7, 22) (8)  
14 See cape (anag.) (7)  
16 ‘No one can — them out of my hand’ (John 10:28) (6)  
19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit that led to the first sin 
(Joel 1:12) (5)  
20 ‘He was led like a — to the slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4) 

Answers on page21 

Exercise 
With summer coming, I had to face the fact that my body was total-
ly out of shape. So I joined a fitness club and signed up for the aer-
obics class. I got to the club, and there I bent, twisted, gyrated, 
jumped up and down, and perspired for an hour.  But by the time I 
got my clothes off and my sweats on, the class was over. 


