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Dear Friends
As I was preparing to write this,
news came of the death of my father. It was in many ways timely
and welcome, after a long struggle with dementia. It was a great
blessing to have our whole family with us on the day and we were
thankful for one another’s support as well as for the kindness, prayers and support shown by friends in church.
One of the most painful aspects for me has been the finality of it –
no more opportunities to say words, to mend, to apologise, to
laugh, to be kind, to say things I’d been too frightened to.
This brings me to the thoughts I wanted to share about our District’s
theme for this year: “Courageous”.
In Acts, Luke writes: “When they saw the courage of Peter and
John and realised that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they
were astonished.”
How many issues do we duck, conversations do we avoid, challenges do we set aside for fear of unknown consequences?
The challenge laid down by the District is not to face uncertainty in
the future by clinging to what we know and hoping that change will
go away (at least for our lifetime), but “to boldly go” – to do something different. To be ready to take risks and journey with God –
leave the nets behind and follow. May it never be said that we didn’t
try – that we ignored the opportunities set before us, so that it’s now
too late!
Hopefully you’ll have seen the publicity about the District Courageous Day Out on 2nd March, hearing the thoughts of Young People in Methodism today. Later there are Courageous Conversations
– including one to be held in our church regarding Marriage and
Relationships (12th May), and a Courageous Pilgrimage at the end
of May.
As a church, we have just taken a decision that could be seen by
others as the opposite of courageous, in not using one of our cottages for different forms of outreach. May God inspire us to act
boldly and faithfully in all the many new things we do, so no-one will
think that our decision was taken because we were afraid to try!
“Jesus said to Peter: “Come!” So Peter got out of the boat and
walked on the water.” (Matt 14.29)
Blessings
Kim
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A rare opportunity to invest your money, earn interest
and improve people's lives all at once

Sally Seddon from

Shared Interest
Thursday 21st March at 4.00
at St Peter’s Church, Henley Road, Ludlow
Shared Interest invest in loans to people in developing countries
who are wanting to get into fairtrade but need some help to get
started.
Sally says this about the work that they do:
‘It is simple: investing in Shared Interest will change lives.’

The talk will be preceded by fairtrade
tea and cakes at 3.30
St Peter’s have asked us to mention that
immediately before this event, they will be
holding a Lenten meditation from 2.30 to
3.30. You are welcome to come to this,
but if you are just coming for the fairtrade event, please be
aware of the need for quiet if you arrive early.

Please submit articles for the April issue of
the magazine by March 24th AT LATEST,
these should be given to a Steward, or e:mailed
to:- blair@cuilbeag.plus.com
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It’s Fairtrade Fortnight 2019 from 25th Feb – 10th March Ready, Steady, Cocoa!
This year Fairtrade Fortnight celebrates 25 years of
Fairtrade (from the launch of the Fairtrade Logo). There’s a
special focus on cocoa and on women farmers at the start of a
three year programme to support living incomes. So many farmers
rely on growing this much loved product for their livelihood yet too
many are underpaid and exploited so live far below the poverty line.
Fairtrade has the power to change this. More sales on Fairtrade
terms mean farmers have a bigger chance of making ends meet in
their daily lives: having shelter, sending children to school, provision of clean drinking water and medicines. In addition, they can
invest in their farms and communities. Fairtrade certification on its
own isn’t the whole solution and in order to really achieve living incomes for cocoa and other farmers in the developing world, we
need to go beyond just buying a Fairtrade chocolate bar. However,
it’s a significant way we can each make a difference and take a
stand against a huge injustice.
Make a commitment and buy Fairtrade marked products and especially Fairtrade chocolate this Fairtrade Fortnight and beyond.
Ludlow Fair Trade Town Group is organising a number of local
events
St Laurence’s church, 20th February to 10th March - Traidcraft
stall
Local Produce Market Special Fairtrade Stall, Thursday 28th
February, 10 – 2
Traidcraft Exchange Big Brew, Saturday 2nd March 10.00 – 2.00
Wesley’s Café celebrating 40 years of Traidcraft pioneering fair
trade. Look out for Wesley’s’ Fairtrade Lunch Special’, Fairtrade hot
chocolate and lots more.
Schools’ Fair Trade Study Day Friday 8th March in Broad St.
Methodist Church.
St Laurence Church, Sunday 8th March after 9.30 Family Service
Traidcraft Big Brew Refreshments
Ludlow Library Fair Trade Display throughout the fortnight
Advance Date for your diary Traidcraft Spring Fair Saturday 4th
May, 10-2, Ludlow Mascall Centre
Further info: Liz Taylor email: liz@lizinludlow.co.uk
Tel:
831149
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
(formerly Women’s World Day of Prayer)
Friday 1st March 2.00pm
at Elim Church, Galdeford car park..
Do come and celebrate with the women of Slovenia

Courageous Day Out
2nd March 2019 | Telford Innovation Campus | 11am-7pm
Please include this information in your newsletters, pew
sheets, websites, Facebook page, etc.
You are invited to a day of courageous and exciting activities, from
bush tucker trials to testimony building, as part of the Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury District's courageous-themed year. The Courageous Day Out will be packed full of fun, with courageous activities, speakers, worship and workshops, planned and inspired by
the young people of our District, for young people and adults of all
ages! With special guests Michaela Youngson & Bala Gnanapragasam (President & Vice-President of Methodist Conference), Jasmine Yeboah (Methodist Youth President) and Michael Ipgrave
(Bishop of Lichfield), comedy from award-winning comedian, Andy
Kind, plus loads more...!
To book your free tickets, visit Eventbrite.co.uk and search
'Courageous Day Out'. Group bookings are available, so if you
don't have a computer to hand, ask a member of your church to
book your place. We look forward to seeing you there!

REMEMBER….Lent Lunches

12.00—1.30pm
Fridays starting 8th March in the Garden Room
Please support for Christian Aid
3

The Fun in Fund Raising Committee
Proudly Present
A concert with two Local Choirs under the baton
of Amy Evans.
Bella Acappella and Ludlow Male Voice Choir
on
23rd March, 2019 at 7:30 PM.
Tickets £5 per head available at Wesley’s.
Proceeds in aid of Church Funds.

Hands Together Ludlow Luncheon Club
In December we had our Christmas meal and afterwards we had a carol service lead by Rev. Kim
Stilwell. Helena Lane visitors were asked to join us
which they did and enjoyed it. We also enjoyed
hosting them.
In January we had two speakers which is very unusual for us. John
and Jan Willett talked about their holiday. As Jan is a train enthusiast, she brought the tickets for them to travel from Asia to home
when they travelled on trains, aeroplanes and buses. They saw different sorts of living and people and food. It took them over two
weeks. Part of the journey was on the trans-Siberian railway. I
should think by the time they arrived home they needed another
holiday!
The talk was enjoyed by all.
Plant Sale on 25th May, 2019. 10:00am to 12:00 Noon.
Fun in Fund Raising Committee is again
holding this event and your help is needed.
When you are sowing Vegetable or Flower
seeds or taking cuttings please add some
more for sale at the above.
Further details relating to the day will follow
later but starting growing now is very important.
If you have any queries please have a word
with any Committee Member and in the
meantime thanks for your anticipated help.
Gordon.
4

a power for good; unemployed and angry they could be the fuel for
civil wars.” Already a quarter of the world’s Christians are African,
by 2050 that could be two-fifths, 40%. “In great prayer meetings, in
faithfulness to the Bible, in starting new churches at home and
overseas, Africans are changing the world.”
Sources: Praying for the World, Week 2, 2019, Lausanne website,
www.lausanne.org/pray; Office for National Statistics for UK fig-

ures.

BBC to run a ‘Year of Beliefs’
The BBC is going to ‘shine a light’ on faith and spiritual values in
Britain today by running a year of programmes dedicated to religion
and ethics.
The move comes a year after the BBC promised to ‘raise our game’
in the way that it treated religion. That promise followed a yearlong review of its religious and ethics output.
So what series should we look out for? Here are just some:
On BBC 1, Earth’s Sacred Wonders will look at the rituals and monuments of faith around the world; Medical Ethics will be a documentary filmed at Great Ormond Street Hospital; and Pregnant and Platonic will be a documentary on people who have children without
being in a romantic relationship.
On BBC 2, Inside the Vatican will show a year in the life of the Vatican community, including Pope Francis; and the popular Pilgrimage
series will return.
The Bishop of Repton, the Rt. Revd. Jan McFarlane, who chairs the
Sandford St Martin Trust, welcomed the BBC’s plans. Especially
“bringing issues of faith, belief and ethics to as wide an audience as
possible.”

ACROSS: 1, Corinthians. 9, Abandon. 10, Eglon. 11, Spa. 13,
Deem. 16, Hi-fi. 17, Abijah. 18, Ohad. 20, Myth. 21, Now see. 22,
Knit. 23, Tide. 25, Arm. 28, Nahor. 29, All done. 30, Kind-hearted.
DOWN: 2, Of age. 3, ISDN. 4, Tens. 5, Idea. 6, Nullify. 7, Hardworking. 8, Enlightened. 12, Praise. 14, Mad. 15, Vigour. 19,
Abishai. 20, Met. 24, Is one. 25, Arid. 26, Male. 27, Slur.
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The next 30 years of world religions
How will the world change with respect to religion over the next 30
years? What will the map of world religions look like in 2050?
A link-up between the Global Christian Database in GordonConwell University and Operation World staff on the Lausanne
website suggests the following trends in relation to population:
•

A third of the world will still be calling itself Christian in 2050.

•

A high rate of growth in Islamic countries (because of high birthrate) will bring Muslim numbers almost up to Christian numbers.

•

All the other religions (Hindus, Buddhists, Chinese religions) will
be a smaller percentage then.

•

The non-religious parts of the world will shrink because their
birth-rates are low.

•

The number of young people under 15 will be roughly the same
then as today, around two billion, but the over-60s will more than
double from under a billion today to over two billion then.

•

Half the world lives in a city today; by 2050 it could be two-thirds.

•

Four out of every 10 Christians in 2050 will live in Sub-Saharan
Africa, and another four elsewhere in the Global South. The remaining fifth will be in Europe or North America.

The key determinants then over the next thirty years will most likely
be greater urbanisation, increasing Muslim dominancy and ever
more older people.
These trends will also most likely occur in the UK, and are in fact
already happening, and projected to continue. In 1960, 78% of the
population lived in an urban area; by 2017 it was 83%. In 2001 just
2.7% of the UK population was Muslim, in 2011 it was 4.4%. In
1991, 16% of the UK’s population was 65 or over, in 2016 it was
18%, and by 2041 it is projected to be 25%.
Africa is probably the continent that will change most in the years
ahead. It is still the poorest continent – 37 out of the world’s 40
poorest countries are in Africa. Already a fifth, 20%, of the world’s
young people (under 15) are in Africa; by 2050 that proportion will
rise to a third, 33%. If they were “disciples of Jesus [they] could be
a power for good; unemployed and angry they could be the fuel for
civil wars.” Already a quarter of the world’s Christians are African,
20

PRAYER FOCUS
As we enter the season of Lent our thoughts turn to the path Jesus
had to tread as He sought to show us the way to God. We remember that He called us to “Follow Him” and thank God for His life on
earth and the record we have of His teaching.
In the words of Percy Deamer we remember:To bow the head in sackcloth and in ashes,
Or rend the soul – such grief is NOT Lent’s goal
But to be led, to where God’s glory flashes,
His beauty to come nigh – to fly!
To fly where truth and light do lie.
For righteousness and peace will show their faces
To those who feed the hungry in their need,
And wrongs redress.
Who build the old waste places and in the darkness shine,
Divine it is when all combine!
During this month we particularly remember our Politicians and all
who must make very difficult decisions – praying that such decisions will lead to a FAIRER and HAPPIER world.
March is also the month in which we are asked to think and work
for FAIRER TRADE regulations and give thanks for all those in our
own town who work for and draw our attention to Fairtrade Products –
praying that more people will become aware of these important issues.
The sight of children drawing attention to the needs of the ECOLOGY of our earth by their Protest Marches on our cities’ streets
makes us aware of our need to pray for understanding of these difficult subjects.
So we thank God for this wonderful world and pray that we
will be guided to play our part in “Building His Kingdom on Earth as
it is in Heaven”
Amen
M.G.
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Cluster Council Meeting
th

7 February 2019

Hands Together Ludlow: Mike Owens provided an insight into its
organisation and work with 70 volunteers helping the vulnerable in
Ludlow. Funds are needed and he requested Council members to
please consider becoming a Friend.
Future use of 52 Wesley Mews
The proposal for changing the use of 52 Wesley Mews from a private residence to a place of mission and outreach to the community
was investigated by a sub group which met on two occasions. Before committing to more evaluation work It was decided to go back
to the Council to see if there really was a heart for using the cottage
as a place for mission and outreach to the community or whether to
continue renting the cottage on a shorthold assured tenancy. There
was overwhelming support for the proposal to let 52 Wesley Mews
on a shorthold Assured tenancy.
Blackford & Caynham: Plans are made for Blackford’s 150th birthday celebration in the village hall along with the anniversary service
on June 15th. With only 2 local members remaining no services
have taken place at Caynham since Oct 2018. Repairs to the collapsing wall have been made by a local builder in respect of Ken
Rae’s wishes.
Property: The Annual Property Report has been submitted on-line.
Edith Blair has now relocated to No 52a enabling maintenance on
No 52 to commence particularly in respect investigating the 8-year
guarantee for damp proofing with the contractor Dampcure. Church
maintenance continues with toilets being repainted by Charlie
Pritchard and the recovery of 42 ex Zion Chapel chairs being managed by Geoff Edwardson.

Finance: The application to register with the Charities Commission
is nearing completion. A loss of £1,175 on the Bethlehem Junction
Christmas concert was caused by lower than expected attendances. Caynham has no longer a separate bank account. Apparent
non-payment of donations to FSBD and the other Connexional
charities will be investigated and rectified. Having agreed to take on
the treasurer’s role for two years, John Eadie will be relinquishing
his post next year. Members have been requested to find suitable
6

God’s stillness is still full of energy. That still centre of the spinning
disc is also the point which drives the rest of the rotating circle. Equally, when we’re in touch with that still centre, we’ll be able
to give strength and support to those who feel they’re spinning at
the edges.
Being still does mean that we need to take time to pause, to take
stock, to take a critical look at our lives. That’s what Lent is
about. On the spinning discs of our own lives, we need to remember that there is a still centre, calm and yet full of energy – which is
where God is.

The World Wide Web – 30 years on
The World Wide Web was invented 30
years ago this month, on 12th March
1989, by Tim Berners-Lee while he was
working at CERN, the European particle
physics laboratory.
His innovation – a global hypertext document system originally described by his
superior as “vague but exciting” – was intended to help scientists
share data across a then obscure platform called the Internet, but
his decision to make the source code freely available meant it took
on a life of its own and is now used by almost everyone with a computer.
He has never profited directly from his invention, but now spends
much of his time trying to protect it from malign influences and is
working on Solid, a project designed to provide “true data ownership as well as improved privacy”.
As a result of his original invention, Berners-Lee was named one of
the 20th century’s most important figures by Time magazine, received the prestigious Turing Award for achievements in the computer sciences, and was honoured at the Olympics. He was also
knighted by the Queen.
Raised as an Anglican, he turned away from religion but then became an active member of the Unitarian Universalist Church, which
he describes as tolerant and liberal.
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Round, like a circle in a spiral, like
a wheel within a wheel…

nominations for a new treasurer. The Council is grateful for all the
work John has done.

Many years ago, at the Pleasure
Beach at Blackpool, there was a certain ‘ride’ or amusement that was
strictly for the physically fit. It consisted of a flat wooden disc about 20 feet
in diameter and set at an angle of 45
degrees in the floor. When it began to rotate, the aim was to get to
the centre where there was a pole. As the disc rotated faster and
faster, everyone who failed to get to the pole got flung off. Nowadays there’s probably a regulation banning it as far too dangerous!
The principle of the game was a basic law of physics. When any
wheel rotates, the outer rim moves fastest of all. Half way to the
centre and you are moving a lot more slowly. And, at least theoretically, at the absolute centre will be a point which is totally
still. That’s why anyone who reached that pole could stand there
quite comfortably.
We have just started the Church’s season of Lent. It’s generally
thought of as being a time for giving up chocolate, wine, whatever. But it’s really a time to remind us that in our own rapidly spinning world, God is the still centre.
All around God is motion, sound, change and decay – galaxies circling, seasons and years rotating, life developing and decaying.
And at the still centre, where there is no variableness, is God, the
same yesterday, today and forever.
At Christmas, we thanked God for entering the ever moving and
changing life of the world. But one great characteristic of Jesus
was His stillness. Busy, harassed, injured people found someone
with neither clever chat nor idle gossip, neither vulgar boasting nor
loud opinion. His life always seemed to rotate round a still central
point, which gave Him His balance and authority.
“Be still then and know that I am God” wrote the Psalmist. Lent is a
time for us to stop and remember that. Lent is a good time to be a
little more silent than usual – quicker to listen and slower to
speak. And the more silent spaces we give ourselves, the more
we’ll give that still, small Voice within.
God’s stillness is still full of energy. That still centre of the spinning
disc is also the point which drives the rest of the rotating circle. Equally, when we’re in touch with that still centre, we’ll be able
to give strength and support to those who feel they’re spinning at

Circuit: Rev Julia Skitt and Deacon Carys Woodley have been
confirmed for the Oswestry and Wem ministries respectively. Two
questions posed in the Pressing On paper by Rev Richard Hall: Q1.
Do we intend this place to continue as a centre for mission and
ministry? and Q2. What help can we offer to smaller societies to
enable them to continue their mission? The response given was
Ludlow Cluster Council was created with Caynham and Blackford
churches. We could reach out to other local churches in the same
way.
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Church Life:
1. Taste of Christmas – good to repeat again at the Christmas
Market
2. Experience Resurrection – 452 children will be visiting the
Church on March 25th, 26th and 28th.
3. Communications – agreed to give more thought to this topic.
1. Courageous Day Out hosting fun events for families, a festival of activities, will be held in Telford on March 2nd. The
President and Vice President of the Methodist Conference
and the Bishop of Lichfield will be attending, as well as this
year’s Youth President.
2. Courageous Conversations, a series of three are taking
place, the third Marriage and Relationships with Deacon
Eunice Atwood and Rev Dr Jonathan Dean of Queens
Foundation, Birmingham will be held in Ludlow Church from
3pm to 7pm on Sunday May 12th.
3. Courageous’ Pilgrimage, a 7-day pilgrimage led by Ian Mason and Rachel Parkinson, 24th-30th May, sleeping in Ludlow on Wednesday 29th.
4. The Bible month will take place again this year from 16th
June to 7th July focussing on Colossians.
5. CTAL initiative – Totally Psalmic devised by Colin Sheward
will held in the Methodist Church on 22nd June.
6. The Harvest Festival – last Sunday in September with Rev
Neill-Cooper.
7. Church Anniversary – held 26th May with Tim Coles.
CTAL: a large range of Lenten activities will take place this year
ranging from the traditional Lent Groups, a series of reflections by
Canon Chris Walsh, the Life and Learning lectures held in the Mas7

call Centre and a shortened version of the Alpha course (see the
Notices in Wesleys).
Future Meetings:
29th April 2019 – Annual General Church Meeting
13th June 2019 – Cluster Council
14th November 2019 – Cluster Council

The man who built London’s sewers
Tim Lenton
The creator of London’s sewer network – as well as several notable
bridges, embankments and streets – was born 200 years ago, on
28 March 1819. He was the civil engineer Sir Joseph Bazalgette, a
man whose name deserves to be far better known than it is, because of the huge benefits he brought to the health of thousands of
people.
With the growth of London’s population in the early 19th century, no
provision had been made to deal with the large amount of sewage
produced each day, and this resulted in cholera outbreaks and in
particular the Great Stink of London in 1858 – a result of the
Thames having become little more than an open sewer.
As Chief Engineer on London’s Metropolitan Board of Works, Bazalgette created a carefully designed sewerage system to transport
waste further down river. The wide, egg-shaped, brick-walled tunnels meant that a big increase in volume could be coped with.
Much of the system is still in use.
Bazalgette’s work also changed the appearance of riverside London by creating embankments and updating and modernising bridges. He also created new streets to deal with the congestion caused
by horse-drawn traffic.
He lived in Wimbledon, where he was churchwarden of St Mary’s
Church for many years.

World Water Day is 22nd March
Clean water is one thing we take completely
for granted. After all, when did you last turn
on the tap and expect filthy water to come
out?
But sadly, bad water is still a daily reality for
billions of people. The United Nations wants
to help them by ensuring that everyone can
access clean water by 2030. It is part of the
so-called ‘2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’, and an
enormous challenge.
Meanwhile, this year each one of us can do at least something to
help on 22nd March. A donation to Water Aid will help provide safe
water to marginalised communities worldwide. Simply go
to: www.wateraid.org/uk
8
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God and the Tesco token
Rev Tony Horsfall
I was shopping recently with my wife at the local Tesco store. Having paid for our goods we were given a blue token, which my wife
explained we could place in the donation box of a local good cause
as we left the shop.
Sure enough, near the exit were three large plastic containers into
which we could drop our token, each representing a different charity needing support. The more tokens they receive, the bigger the
donation they will be given from the supermarket, so it was a
weighty choice! I chose the local Youth Choir.
I am in the habit, just before I sleep, of looking back over the day
that just finished. That night as I went to sleep God reminded me
about the blue token and my concern to use it wisely. As I get older
I am increasingly aware of the importance of every day, that each
new day is a gift from God to be enjoyed and cherished. None of us
know how many days we have, but we do know they are running
out. All the more reason, then, to use them wisely.
As I thought about the token it seemed to me that with each new
day I have been given the gift of a token from God, and I should do
my best to use it for His glory. When we are young, with our lives
stretching out ahead of us, it is as if we have thousands of tokens
to spend (70 years, for example, would be 25,550 tokens), so to
waste a few is not such a disaster. However, now that I am in my
69th year, there may not be so many tokens left! I need to spend
each one wisely.
Moses, who lived to the grand old age of 120, prayed to God like
this: “Teach us to number our days aright that we may gain a heart
of wisdom (Psalm 90:12).”

Vacuum cleaner
My sister has the courage, but not always the skills,
to tackle any home repair project. For example, in
her garage are twisted pieces of a lawn mower she
once tried to fix. So, I wasn’t surprised the day I
found her attacking her vacuum cleaner with a
screwdriver. ‘I can’t get this thing to cooperate,’
she growled.
I suggested mildly: ‘Why don’t you drag it out to the garage and
show it what happened to the lawn mower?’
16
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Women’s ordination – 25 years on
Twenty-five years ago this month, women were ordained as priests
in the Church of England. As the BBC commentator on the first
service in Bristol Cathedral I was prepared for disruptions from demonstrators, but it proceeded reverently and without a hitch. The
only protest was outside, where a group of approving Roman Catholic women held a banner saying, ‘We’re Next’.
Of course, there are still people who object to women’s ordination
on principle. Some believe the practice frustrates the prospect of
church unity, others hold that God has created women and men to
hold complementary but different roles – and leadership in the
Church is reserved for men.
At the last count, 30% of the 20,000 active clergy were women and
23% of the senior posts were held by women, and that includes 18
bishops.
It would be difficult now to imagine the Church of England without
women priests and bishops. They serve as chaplains in prison,
hospital and the Armed Services, and of course as Vicars and Curates in parish churches.
Hannah Madin was ordained 18 months ago when she was 28, and
is a Curate in York. She recalls visiting a parishioner whose husband had just died; the widow said, “I wasn’t expecting a female
Vicar, but I’m so glad you are”. Hannah’s husband is also ordained; she says it helps that he understands the random and
unique nature of the job, they support each other in prayer, and
they never talk shop on their day off!
Sue Restall was one of those ordained in Bristol 25 years ago and
is now in active retirement in the Midlands, having been a parish
priest and a hospital chaplain. In her experience, although women
and men may have different talents, that is more to do with personality than gender. However, she does recall making a bereavement
visit when a widower cried his eyes out, saying he could only have
done that in front of a woman. Sue says her role is no longer controversial – “I am simply a priest who happens to be a woman”.

Rice
A man who had been dating a girl for a number of years took her
out to a Chinese restaurant. As they studied the menu he asked:
‘How would you like your rice, fried or boiled?’
She looked at him sadly. ‘Thrown.’
10

Ludlow Methodist Church, March Services
3rd March
10.30am - Holy Communion - Rev. Kim Stilwell
6.00pm – Café Praise – Mr. Adrian Williams
10th March
10.30am – Morning Worship
6.00pm - Church in the Café - Rev. Kim Stilwell
17th March
8.30am - Holy Communion - Rev. Don Pickard
10.30am - Morning Worship - Mr. Neville Stephens
3.00pm - Tea and Worship
24th March
10.30am - Morning Worship - Rev. Kim Stilwell
6.00pm - Holy Communion - Rev. Shalome MacNeill Cooper
31st March
10.30am – Morning Worship – Mr. Adrian Williams
6.00pm – Taize Service – Rev. Kim Stilwell

Other events this month

Saturday 2nd March – Fairtrade stall in Wesleys
Friday 6th March and throughout Lent - Lent lunches
Friday 6th March, Fairtrade schools day
Monday 11th March, 7.30pm, Prayer with a Purpose in Wesley’s
Café
Thursday 14th March, 7.30pm, Property and Finance Committee
Monday 18th March, 2.00pm, Playbox volunteers meeting
Saturday 23rd March, 7.30pm, Bella Acapella, in support of Fun in
Fundraising
25th, 26th, 28th March, Experience Resurrection (for schools, during
the school day)
Monday 25th March, 3.00pm, CTAL prayers for the persecuted
church
Also regularly running throughout the month:
Mondays 7pm, table tennis
Monday and Wednesdays, 9.30am -11.30am Playbox
Thursday 9.45am, mid-week Worship
Friday 8.00pm, Youth Café
15

25 years of ordaining women

25 years ago, on 12th March 1994, the first 32 women priests in the
Church of England were ordained. It happened in Bristol Cathedral,
and Bishop Barry Rogerson ordained them in alphabetical order; so
Angela Berners-Wilson was considered the very first woman to be
ordained. She is now chaplain at the University of Bath and prebendary at Wells Cathedral. The youngest was Karen MacKinnon, now
spiritual care manager at Southampton Hospital. Ten years later,
one in five priests was a woman. Of the 542 candidates entering
training this year, more than half (274) are women, which is 19 per
cent more than last year.
Years
March
First
Thirty
Two
Women
Priests
Ordained
Bristol
Cathedral Candidates
Rogerson
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Jeremy Hunt speaks on behalf of persecuted Christians
The Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, has been voicing his deep
concern for Christians facing persecution worldwide. He has
warned that a “misguided political correctness’ must not inhibit the
Government’s response to religious persecution, and that ‘with
Christianity on the verge of extinction in its birthplace, it is time for
concerted action that begins to turn the tide.” In the Middle East,
the Christian population has fallen from 20 per cent to five per cent
of the total during the past 100 years.
Mr. Hunt has also said that he is not convinced that Britain’s response to the threats facing Christians had “always matched the
scale of the problem, nor taken account of the hard evidence that
Christians often endure a disproportionate burden of persecution.
“Perhaps this is born out of the very British sense of awkwardness
at ‘doing God’. Perhaps it’s an awareness of our colonial history, or,
because Britain is a traditionally Christian country, some are fearful
of being seen to help Christians in desperate need.”
Whatever the reason, Mr. Hunt said, “We must never allow a misguided political correctness to inhibit our response to the persecution of any religious community.”
Mr. Hunt appointed the Bishop of Truro, the Rt. Rev. Philip Mounstephen to lead a global review of the situation, and to report back
by Easter. The Bishop is a former executive leader of the Church
Mission Society.

Help a toad to cross the road
This month common toads all over the country will be on the move,
heading back to the breeding ponds where they themselves were
spawned. Sadly, many will never make it, because of busy roads.
If you like toads, you can help them by joining the Toads on Roads
project. It keeps a sharp eye out for ‘migratory crossings’ on certain roads. It helps the toads to cross safely, by coordinating local
Toad Patrols who will actively help the toads get across the road,
and also putting up road warning signs for motorists.
Toads on Roads has been running for more
than 20 years, and saved thousands of
toads. If you would like to know more, become a Toad Patroller, or register a toad
crossing, please go to: https://
www.froglife.org/what-we-do/toads-on-roads
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Across
1 These letters come between Romans and Galatians (11)
9 ‘You will not — me to the grave’ (Psalm 16:10) (7)
10 King of Moab to whom the Israelites were subject for 18 years
(Judges 3:14) (5)
11 Town possessing mineral spring (3)
13 Mede (anag.) (4)
16 High-fidelity (abbrev.) (4)
17 He succeeded his father Rehoboam as king of Judah (1 Kings
14:31) (6)
18 A son of Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4)
20 Controversial religious book of the 1970s, The — of God Incarnate (4)
21 ‘He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and
has poured out what you — — and hear’ (Acts 2:33) (3,3)
22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s womb’ (Psalm 139:13) (4)
23 Edit (anag.) (4)
25 ‘Who has believed our message and to whom has the — of the
Lord been revealed?’ (Isaiah 53:1) (3)
28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:23) (5)
29 ‘When Mordecai learned of — that had been — , he tore his
clothes’ (Esther 4:1) (3,4)
30 Sympathetic (Proverbs 11:16) (4-7)
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Down
2 ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — —; ask him”’ (John
9:23) (2,3)
3 Integrated Services Digital Network (1,1,1,1) 4
4 ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his — of thousands’ (1
Samuel 18:7) (4)
5 Concept (John 8:14) (4)
6 ‘Do we, then, — the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law’ (Romans 3:31) (7)
7 Industrious (2 Timothy 2:6) (11)
8 ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be — in order that
you may know the hope to which he has called you (Ephesians
1:18) (11)
12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and cursing’ (James 3:10) (6)
14 This was how many of the Jewish leaders described Jesus
(John 10:20) (3)
15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6)
19 He urged David to kill Saul at Hakilah (1 Samuel 26:8) (7)
20 ‘So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul — with the church and
taught great numbers of people’ (Acts 11:26) (3)
24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord — —
’ (Deuteronomy 6:4) (2,3)
25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4)
26 ‘In the image of God he created him; — and female he created
them’ (Genesis 1:27) (4)
27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4)
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