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Dear Friends

REMEMBRANCE

Remembrance this year takes on a special
significance as we truly celebrate that one
hundred years ago the guns fell silent and
the abomination that was World War 1
came to an end. The slaughter which decimated communities on both
sides left a deep scar on human history and taught lasting lessons
about what men (mainly) are capable of doing to one another. We do
well to continue to remember, long after the 100 years have passed.
The difficulty is that the remembering isn’t enough to change our ways.
At best it makes us thankful for those who gave their lives in the past,
more determined to support those injured in battle or those who have
lost husbands, sons or fathers in the conflict. But seldom are we willing
to make new efforts to forgive, build bridges, or love our enemies in pursuit of peace. Instead the thirst is to lay the blame for the problems of
the world at someone else’s door – to build walls, put up defences, tear
up arms limitation agreements. There’s a need to have prevailed over
“the other lot” and protected our own superior position. We see this
played out by leaders whom we elect (male or female) because of their
machismo, and their promise thereby to make life better for us.
There is, of course, a better way, proclaimed and lived by the one to
whom we swear our allegiance: Love your enemies; when someone
strikes you on one cheek, offer him the other; forgive - as you are forgiven; hunger and thirst for righteousness. We’re happy to adhere to the
rules about not swearing or murdering – but these others are just too
hard! It was Gandhi who said: “You Christians look after a document
containing enough dynamite to blow all civilisation to pieces, turn the
world upside down and bring peace to a battle-torn planet. But you treat
it as though it is nothing more than a piece of literature.”
Perhaps this November we can start to make the world a more peaceful
place by holding a mirror to ourselves and asking whether we can do a
better job at following the Christ we follow. Could we perhaps find a
Christ-like attitude to someone whom we’ve felt it impossible to forgive?
From our small beginnings others might come to recognise the true
Christ who is our peace – peace might flow like a river.

What might they ask of us,
those brave young lads who once down Ludlow streets,
marched in their proud procession
in step with military bands, St Laurence’ bells
still ringing in their ears, hearts full of hope,
swelling with love for home and Motherland?

Blessings

Kim

2

A hundred years we have remembered them.
With prayers and silence, solemn bugle calls,
rivers of blood-red poppies new released,
cascading gloriously down ancient walls,
we have remembered, will remember them.
And yet, could they but see this broken world,
sorely divided, longing still to find
the healing peace for which they fought and died,
surely this also they would ask of us;
that we embrace afresh, each padding year,
the sacred task of its re-membering.
Joy Lello

Answers
ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni.
16. Wait. 17, Climbs. 18, Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo. 22, In it. 23,
Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide.
DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7,
Theological. 8, Westminster. 12, Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual. 19,
Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted. 25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift.

Please submit articles for the Dec/Jan issue
of the magazine by Nov 18th AT LATEST,
these should be given to a Steward, or e:mailed
to:- blair@cuilbeag.plus.com
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Traidcraft plc 40 years trading - where to now?
Traidcraft plc has recently been going through a period of consultation
regarding the Board’s earlier proposal to cease trading at the end of
2018 because of falling revenues over a number of years and the unsustainability of its current model. Since then, Traidcraft has received hundreds of messages of support from shareholders, customers, Fair Traders, fair trade retailers, staff, suppliers, and producers, and it’s all contributed to this latest update.
Traidcraft’s Board is currently investigating a proposal which would
mean Traidcraft is downsized, but transformed into a fair trade business of tomorrow – fit for purpose (and success) in the 21stcentury. It would be back to its pioneering roots, changing the world in ethical
ways which mean the most to modern citizens.
If the proposal is accepted, Traidcraft would continue to operate.
Traidcraft’s Board believes that this transformation is possible, as long as
the loss-making model changes too. Downsizing will unfortunately be an
essential part of the journey. The new model is being developed by internal staff and external advisors in the coming few weeks, and these plans
will, we trust, result in new opportunities in the transformed Traidcraft further details soon after 5th November 2018.
There’s a lot to do in the coming few months in order to catch sight of a
bright new beginning for Traidcraft plc. In 1979 Traidcraft introduced fair
trade to the UK, and at the turn of our 40th year it’s planning to do it all
again, working in new ways to make trade fairer for people and the planet.
You are being asked to keep purchasing from Traidcraft to invest in
this bright future. The autumn/winter collection is the biggest and
most impactful range Produced. Shop Traidcraft and make a difference.
Traidcraft plc is proactively working its sister charity, Traidcraft Exchange
to identify the producers most at risk and provide the support they need
Meet the People Tours enabling supporters to visiting producers and
see the impact of fair trade and Traidcraft’s work will continue.
Liz Taylor 831149
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HE’S COMING HOME
He’s coming home, he’s coming home –
My dearest son is on his way –
I’ve cleared his room, I’ve changed his bed –
Polished windows, wound his clock:
I’ve mopped the lino’, washed the nets
Because, because he’s coming home.
He’ll put his feet up on the couch – (he’ll be a little thinner, now)
And stretch his arms behind his head – the way he always does, you know…
I can’t wait ‘till he sees his pup – she’s grown that much since Will’s been gone
–
I’ve brushed her black coat ‘till it shines – he’ll be so proud to see her now.
Each vase is spilling flowers here – red roses, daisies everywhere,
I’ve brushed the yard, I’ve scrubbed the step
Because, because he’s coming home.
And when I hold him in my arms … that untold joy – I can’t describe,
I’ll feed him on his favourite food, and wash his clothes, then hang to dry …
And iron every crease and fold and pop them in his wardrobe, there;
I thought this day would never come – at night my mind’s been running riot –
You hear such things from neighbours, friends, about this awful war –
Decapitated heads, you know, and soldiers blinded, soldiers killed,
And legs blown off, and bodies burned, and some who disappear – just go …
But NO!
No more – these dreadful fears!
The sun shines on my shelf of flowers,
And thoughts of peace, of love, return
Because, because
Will’s coming home……
I’ve had no letters for a while….
They get held up – they go astray…
But I just know, deep down, within
Will’s coming home to me –
Today….
Helen Barratt (copyright Helen Barratt 2018)
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BLACKFORD
Methodist Chapel
November 11th at 10.30am
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Mr. Stephen Dalton
Next month 2nd not 9th Dec

MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA

The Clee Singers, Take Note & special Guests
In aid of Birmingham Children’s Hospital
Oncology Department
Saturday 17th November 7.30 pm
Ludlow Methodist Church
Admission £5.00

OH DEAR!
IT'S CHIEFLY YOURSELVES! YET AGAIN!
FEATURING A CORNUCOPIA OF
(VARYING) DEGREES OF TALENT
FROM LUDLOW METHODIST CHURCH MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS
SATURDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 7.30 p.m.
ADMISSION AND REFRESHMENTS WILL BE FREE BUT
DONATIONS TO CHURCH AND CHOSEN CHARITIES
WILL BE GRATEFULLY RECEIVED.
More details from Stephen Dalton on 873 405

Sad news
I have only just discovered that Rev. Brian White died just before
Christmas last year. Some will remember him as our Superintendent here in Shropshire South: a gracious and gentle man. He retired with his wife, June, to Lincoln, and Janet will be writing to June
as she has some photos from Rhoda Clark's albums to send. A.W.
4

staple items in the food parcel and held a successful awareness
raising stall at the Food Festival in conjunction with Hands Together
Ludlow.
The aim of the scheme is to make God’s love real to people in
crisis; with your help we have never had to turn anyone away,
and with your continued prayer and support we never will.
All we ask you to do is pray for those who receive from the food
bank and the volunteers who run it and put one extra item in your
shopping each week and place it in the box in the church foyer, or
one of the boxes at the Post Office or Tesco. Alternatively we are
delighted to receive money donations instead.
Ludlow is not just Mill Street and Brand Lane; as you can see it
is also home to individuals and families in genuine need.
Some quotes from our clients: Family with a four year old, ‘We
were going through such a tough time but opening that food parcel
was like Christmas.’ Single homeless man, ‘You guys at the Food
Bank are literally keeping me alive.’ Single young man, ‘Without the
Food Bank I would of had to go nickin’ stuff.’

They also serve,
who only stand and wait…
And put the tables up and take them
down again and put them in the cellar
and move the chairs and put them back
and get out the plates and knives and forks and cups and saucers
and glasses and order the food, and prepare it and display all so
appetisingly, whether standard, or vegetarian, vegan and gluten
free or dairy intolerant and put flowers in vases and set up beautiful
displays of produce and clear away and wash up and dry and put
away and set up Wesley’s again for the next morning.
And I bet I’ve forgotten something, oh yes, thanks you to you for
sharing such a lovely event and donating your produce and buying
it back again to raise £500 for All We Can, the Methodist Relief and
Development Agency.
So thank you so much to everyone, especially Cath and Heather
and their co-workers.
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A summary of the Ludlow CTAL
Food Bank 2018 Third Quarter Report compiled by Ruth Davies.
Showing God’s
love to people in crisis.
IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHOM THIS
SCHEME COULD HELP PLEASE ENCOURAGE THEM TO GO
THE CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU in the Youth Centre in Lower
Galdeford, who can refer them to the food bank.
Thank you to all those individuals and organisations who have donated time, money or food.
By September this year we had given out 5 more parcels than
in the whole of last year. We have given away enough food to
feed 456 people for a week; that’s 1 824 bags of shopping.
So far this year we have helped to feed 165 children out of a
total of 333 people and that means 3% of Ludlow’s population
have needed our help this year alone; the largest group of whom
were single men. Almost 90% of our donations have gone to
Ludlow residents.
The main reason people need our help is still problems and
delays in receiving benefit. (A new claim can take up to 5 weeks
to process during which time there is no payment. One couple had
to wait 12 weeks.) Some people have had their benefit changed,
appealed the decision and won, but received no income whilst the
appeal was going through. Universal Credit is now fully operational
in the town which means applicants have to attend the Leominster
DWP office at their own expense every week for 13 weeks to show
their diary of job searches to their Job Coach. (Travelling expenses
can only be claimed if travel takes over an hour. Leominster is
nearer than that.) Other reasons for needing help have included
health problems and homelessness.
We get referrals from many different groups, including the Mental
Health Team, Shropshire Council, the Community Children’s Nursing Team, the Probation Service, midwives, schools, churches, the
Police and the Domestic Abuse Team
We are trying to Improve our service-Tesco now donate some
groceries and their surplus bread which we store in our new freezer. We also provide vouchers for fresh fruit and veg redeemable at
Farmer’s and the Fruit Basket. We are very grateful to all them all
for their support. We have created leaflets with the Rockspring
Centre and Hands Together Ludlow giving simple recipes using the
20

‘Hands Together Luncheon Club at Helena Lane
We were sorry to hear of the death of Norma
Smith, one of our regular attendees. We remembered her and expressed our sympathy to her
daughter and family.
After we had enjoyed lunch provided by Cathy Pritchard and volunteers we retired to a meeting room where the Rev. Dr. Neil Richardson spoke about the variety of food found in different parts of the
country.’

Fair Trade Christmas
Fair
th
Saturday 17 November
10am – 4pm
Ludlow Mascall Centre
Free admission

Handcrafted gifts, Christmas cards, foods - Buying
from Traidcraft makes a positive difference to so
many lives

Traidcraft Charity Christmas Cards are on sale in Ludlow
Mascall Centre from Monday 15th October. LMC is open
Monday to Friday 9 – 5
(Liz Taylor 831149 liz@lizinludlow.co.uk)

Can’t scare me
My wife and I were watching the gorillas at the zoo when several of
them charged at the enclosure fence, yelling terribly, rolling their
eyes around, and clenching their fists. They looked quite terrifying. The crowd scattered except for one frail, elderly man, who did
not bat an eye. Later, my wife asked him how he had kept his
composure. ‘Oh, easy,’ he said cheerfully. ‘You see, I used to run
the youth group at my church.’
5

Remember, Remember, the 5th of November and a
lot of other things as well…
I remember, I remember the house where I was born, wrote the poet Thomas Hood. Do you remember it? Do you remember your first
day at school? At work? Your first love? A wedding? The birth of a
child? The day you committed your life to God?
Memory is so much of what makes us who we are, so losing your
memory or having no one to share your memories with is so very
hard.
The month begins with All Saint’s Day. We all know saints, not plaster statues or figures in stained glass, but people who have made
the love of God real to us. Remember them and give thanks for
them.
Reflect: What actions can you do today that would make God’s
love real to someone?
This month sees the centenary of the end of World War I, the war
to end war. But it lead to the Second World War and hundreds of
other conflicts, some happening as you read this. A century ago the
casualties were mostly those in the forces; now the casualties are
mostly civilians. Britain is now the world’s second largest arms producer.
Reflect: One of the titles of Jesus is Prince of Peace. Ask yourself:
What causes conflict? What nurtures peace? Pray for our government and those in the forces, that they may deal justly, love mercy
and walk humbly with God however God is revealed to them.
What action can you do today for peace?
As you look around the congregation you see people who live
alone. We have all suffered bereavement; the loss of parents, perhaps children, other relatives, friends and neighbours, and pets.
Remember Jesus wept at the grave of his friend Lazarus. This
month sees the second meeting of the Good Grief Café.
Reflect: Do you know someone who is alone? Pray that they may
know the peace of Jesus.
Pray for those who organise
the Good Grief Café and those who attend.
What action can you do to ease someone’s sorrow and loneliness?
Bonfire Night celebrates the foiling of a plot but the plotted were a
minority oppressed and marginalised for their faith. They were subsequently tortured and killed. Today millions are marginalised and
persecuted for their faith or for human rights. They suffer discrimination in education and employment, they may be last in the line for
6

Some body or other
A preacher, who was somewhat "humour impaired," attended a conference to help better equip pastors for their ministry. One conference
leader strode boldly up to the pulpit and grabbed the entire crowd's
attention by declaring: ‘The best years of my life were spent in the
arms of a woman who wasn't my wife!’ The crowd was shocked. But
when he followed it up with: ‘and that woman was my mother!’ the
crowd burst into laughter and gave him their attention for the rest of
the talk.
The next week, the pastor decided he'd give this humour thing a
try, and use that joke in his sermon. As he climbed into his pulpit that
Sunday morning, he tried to rehearse the joke in his head. It suddenly
seemed a bit foggy to him. However, getting to the microphone he let
rip with gusto: ‘I want to tell you all something personal this morning.
The greatest years of my life were spent in the arms of a woman who
was not my wife!’ The congregation inhaled half the air in the room.
Stunned silence fell. After standing there for almost 10 seconds, trying
to recall the second half of the joke, the pastor finally blurted out, ‘...but
I can't remember who she was!’

Spider time of day
Are you afraid of the big spiders that come into
your house each autumn? Then avoid wandering
around your house at about 7.35pm each evening.
It seems that that is the peak time for creepy
crawlies to scuttle around your house, looking for
a mate. An entomologist at the University of
Gloucestershire adds: ‘We think that while people
are more likely to be sat down and able to view spiders at 7.30pm,
the pattern of sightings in rooms other than living rooms suggests
that it is not just people driving the pattern – so we think it probably
does reflect some spider ecology too.’
No one is sure why spiders feel frisky at 7.30pm, but the good news
is that the vast majority of UK spiders are harmless to people, and
excellent pest controllers. ‘So we should really celebrate the spider
season.’ As long as the spider is NOT running around on the
couch with you.
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How Kirsty Allsopp sorted the iPads
Kirsty Allsopp, the broadcaster, has taken drastic
action. She admits to recently smashing her
sons’ iPads against the kitchen table leg after
they had persistently defied the limits she had set
them for using the devices. It may have been a
dramatic move, but she defended the action on Twitter:
‘I stood up to an unhealthy influence in my home. This has … everything to do with pointless, addictive, violent games which destroy
imagination and family life and leave a generation terrified of boredom. If your parents don’t teach you that there are boundaries,
then who will?’
Her action prompted praise from Sara Thornton, the weather presenter, Liz Truss, Chief Secretary to the Treasury, and Matt Hancock the Health Secretary. Each of them has also taken firm action
to restrict their children’s access to social media and endless
games.
We are the third fattest in Europe
Oh dear. You won’t want to know this as the Christmas party season gets underway. But according to
the World Health Organisation, Britain is now the third
fattest nation in Europe, and fuelled by a boozesoaked lifestyle. Only Malta and Turkey now have
higher obesity levels than the UK.
In total, 27.8 per cent of British adults are now obese,
while 63.7 are classed as overweight. The WHO
study of 900 million people calls the trend in Britain ‘alarming’ and
warns that it will cut short the lives of those who live on junk food
and alcohol.
Meanwhile, Britain’s alcohol intake is now on a par with Poland and
Latvia. In fact, research on 53 countries has found that we have
become among the ‘world champions’ at drinking alcohol. On average, Britons drank 10.7 litres of pure alcohol last year, compared
with a European average of 8.6.
As one WHO doctor explains: ‘Adults forget just how many calories
are contained in alcohol and heavy drinkers … could be knocking
back a quarter of their recommended daily calorie allowance before
even touching a bite to eat.’
18

help when natural disasters strike. They may be are in prison, even
facing death.
Pray for those who are persecuted and those who persecute them.
Pray for tortured and torturer; that the one may see the divine image in the other.
Reflect: What can I do today to help those who are persecuted?
Operation Christmas Child seeks to make God’s love real to children far away. Give thanks for the children you know. Think of their
gifts and talents and give thanks.
Pray for the children who will receive Operation Christmas Child
and other presents this Christmas that their lives and those of their
families may be brightened and that God’s love may be more real
to them.
Reflect: What can I do to bring joy into the lives of the children I
know?
This month we celebrate the talent in our church at a concert.
Which programme, book, music, picture or film moves you to joy or
tears? Give thanks for the myriad of human talents in word and
song, image and art and music.
Play a DVD, tape or CD of your favourite item, look really closely at
the picture, let the feelings wash over you and give thanks.
Reflect: You have been given talents, gifts and graces. Humbly recall them. Thank God for them and ask how you can use those
gifts today to make God’s love real.
S.D.

Died in the services
Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on the
side wall of the church. The plaque was covered with names, and
they seemed to fascinate the seven-year old. ‘All those names,’ he
said to the minister. ‘Who are they?’
‘Well, they were people who used to go to this church,’ explained
the minister. ‘This is a memorial to all the young men and women
who died in the services.’
Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little
Alex’s voice was barely audible when he asked, ‘Which service, the
9 o’clock, or the 11 o’clock?’

7

Amnesty International
Hereford Leominster Ludlow Group

WRITE FOR RIGHTS GREETINGS CARD APPEAL 2018

Women’s rights lawyer faces prison
As you read this AZZA SOLIMAN in Egypt will still be under state
surveillance, targeted by a smear campaign in the media and accused of being a ‘spy’ who is ‘a threat to state security’. She has
been banned from travelling and her assets have been frozen.

AZZA SOLIMAN has not robbed anyone; she has not attacked anyone; she has not encouraged acts of violence. She has peacefully
said what she knows to be true and defended the victims of torture,
arbitrary arrest, domestic violence and rape.
Azza’s human rights, like yours and mine, are enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and they apply to everyone,
everywhere.

The perils of zombie walking
Everyone knows it is dangerous to drive and
text. But many of us walk and text – with
potentially disastrous results. Now government transport advisers are thinking of placing road signs on the ground to guide socalled ‘zombie pedestrians’ who are glued to
their phones – and oblivious of traffic around
them.
In Augsburg Germany, traffic lights have
been installed in the pavement after texting pedestrians walked out
in front of trams. In Antwerp (Belgium) and X’ian (China) authorities have painted lines on the pavements to create text walking
lanes with painted white arrows. In several cities in Holland they
are installing LED light systems embedded in kerbs at junctions
that flash red to stop ‘zombie pedestrians’ crossing the road in front
of running traffic.
In a recent survey for the AA here in Britain, two thirds of drivers
said they had seen pedestrians so glued to their smartphones that
they had stepped out into the road without looking.

If her case moves you at all you now have the chance to do
something positive and practical.
Each year Amnesty International produces a leaflet with the stories
and addresses of people and organisations of all faiths and none,
to whom you can send a card to show your sympathy and solidarity; to show that they are not alone or forgotten.
The leaflets are free, all you need are cards, (postcards are cheaper to buy and to post,) envelopes, stamps and airmail stickers. You
can send as many or as few as you wish.
To receive a leaflet contact me and you will receive a copy during
November or take one from the vestibule book rack.
The campaign runs until the end of December and anyone who has
already joined will receive a leaflet automatically. People like Azza
thank you for your support.
Stephen Dalton

8

The worse you feel, the more likely you are to
believe in God
At least that is a finding from the latest British
Social Attitudes (BSA) survey, which has found
that patients admitted to hospital are more likely
to have religious faith than people in the general
public.
It seems that more than half of us are happy to
say that we have ‘no religion’, according to the latest BSA survey,
which found that 52 per cent of us deny any religious affiliation. But
this figure drops to only 15 per cent once you become a NHS patient.
Data from the Manchester University NHS Trust also shows that
while 40 per cent of the population identify as Christian, this figure
soars to 66 per cent once people are admitted to hospital.
17

Universal Credit leaves people worse off, says Archbishop
The Archbishop of Canterbury recently called for the rollout of Universal
Credit to be halted, saying it has left people worse off.
The Most Rev Justin Welby received a standing ovation at the recent
TUC Congress in Manchester when he attacked the benefits system,
said the living wage should be higher and criticised firms like Amazon
for paying ‘almost nothing’ in taxes.
He also hit out at the so-called gig economy and zero-hours contracts,
saying they were ‘nothing new’, and adding: ‘It is the reincarnation of an
ancient evil.’
In a question and answer session after his speech, the Archbishop explained his objections with the welfare reform that Universal Credit has
brought in.
‘It was supposed to make (welfare) simpler and more efficient. It has not
done that. It has left too many people worse off, putting them at risk of
hunger, debt, rent arrears and food banks.
‘When Universal Credit comes into a local area the number of people
going to food banks goes up.’
The Archbishop also spoke about tax. ‘If you earn money from a community, you should pay your share of tax to that community… when vast
companies like Amazon… can get away with paying almost nothing in
tax, there is something wrong with the tax system.
‘They don’t pay a real living wage, so the taxpayer must support their
workers with benefits; and having leached off the taxpayer once they
don’t pay for our defence, for security, for stability, for justice, for health,
for equality, for education.’
The Archbishop went on: ‘Let us not delude ourselves into thinking that
the gig economy is the only reincarnation of oppression of the vulnerable in employment…Pensions are just one example of the profit motive
leading to the weakest being given the most risk and the strongest the
most protection… where inequality and profound injustice seem entrenched, insurmountable, it leads to instability in our society.’

What bishops do
We were celebrating the 100th anniversary of our church, and several former pastors and the bishop were in attendance. At one
point, our minister had the children gather at the altar for a talk
about the importance of the day. He began by asking, ‘Does anyone know what the bishop does?’
There was silence. Finally, one little boy ventured: ‘He’s the one you can
move diagonally.’
16

Kristallnacht – night of terror

Tom Lenton

Just 80 years ago, on 9th Nov 1938, Kristallnacht (the night of broken
glass) began, when the Nazis burned over 1400 synagogues and destroyed thousands of Jewish homes and businesses in Germany and
Austria.
More than 30,000 Jews were transported to concentration camps, and by
the end of the year, Jews were prohibited from schools and most public
places in Germany – with conditions only worsening from there, culminating in the second world war Holocaust.
Kristallnacht was apparently precipitated by the shooting of a German
diplomat in Paris by an agitated Polish-Jewish teenager whose parents
had been exiled to Poland from their home in Hanover. This act was
used as propaganda to rile Hitler’s supporters, but what happened that
night actually turned many horrified Germans away from anti-Semitism.
However, the German Christian movement, an alliance of pastors, bishops, theologians and lay people who supported Hitler and sought to create a pro-Nazi, unified German Protestant church, applauded the burning
of the synagogues.
Protestants and Catholics generally disapproved of racial persecution in
any form, but the church leadership as a whole remained silent, and it
was left to individual Christians to stand alongside the Jews.

Vacuum cleaner
My sister has the courage, but not always the skills, to tackle any home
repair project. For example, in her garage are twisted pieces of a lawn
mower she once tried to fix. So, I wasn’t surprised the day I found her
attacking her vacuum cleaner with a screwdriver. ‘I can’t get this thing to
cooperate,’ she growled.
I suggested mildly: ‘Why don’t you drag it out to the garage and show it
what happened to the lawn mower?’
Say that again?
A woman telephoned her bank and spoke to the accountant who looked
after her holdings. ‘I want to make some changes,’ she said.
The accountant needed for more details. ‘Are you interested in conversion or redemption?’ he asked.
‘Good heavens,’ came the reply. ‘I must have got the wrong number. I
wanted the Bank of England, not the Church of England.’
9

What is in a Name?
When expecting a baby, parents can get a book full of names, traditional
and modern and many names give their meaning. My son and daughter-in
-law have a 7 week old daughter whom they have named ‘Isla’.
Why did they call her Isla? Is it a family name? Was there a great Aunt
Isla? No it was because they liked the name.
In the Bible when Zechariah and Elizabeth named their son John
there were a few eyebrows raised. John was not a family name.
However an Angel of the Lord had appeared to Zechariah to tell him that
his childless wife would bear a son and he was to be called ‘John’. (ie John
the Baptist)
Names and genealogy are very important to God. God changed
Abram to Abraham and Sarai to Sarah and of course he changed Saul to
Paul.
It is easy to dismiss the whole lists of who begat whom but they are
important.
In Hebrew the letters and words have much more than a phonetic
meaning. My daughter and her husband have called their children
Benjamin and Rebecca (Rebekah) not because they were Hebrew names
but because they liked them.
If we look at the genealogy from Adam to Noah and look at the
meaning of the names (these have been found by Biblical scholars who
know the roots in Hebrew) something very interesting emerges.
Genealogy of Noah
Name
ADAM
SETH
ENOSH
KENAN
MAHALALEL
JARED
ENOCH

Meaning

Comment

Man i.e. Mankind
Appointed
Mortal, Frail, Incurable
Can you
imagine raising a child with this name?
Sorrow, Dirge, Elegy
Or with this name?
Blessed or Praised God
Words ending EL
refer to God. i.e. Daniel, Michael
Shall come down
Teaching
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METHUSELAH

His Death Shall Bring

When He
died the FLOOD came!
Another difficult name to bear.
This is better.

LAMECH
NOAH

Despairing
Comfort, Rest

The order is important and holds an important message:
Mankind (was )appointed (to )Mortality and Sorrow (but the) Blessed
God Shall come Down Teaching and His Death Shall Bring (the) Despairing
Comfort (and) Rest.

For Britain, the First World War began on 4th August 1914 and
ended on 11th November 1918. At the start, the British Government asked for 100,000 volunteers to join the Army. 750,000 applied in the very first month. An estimated 250,000 British boys lied
about their age in order to join up. The youngest caught was just
12 - he was sent home. Average life expectancy in the trenches
was just six weeks. In all, 65 million men from 30 countries fought in
the First World War. More than nine million fighting men were killed
during the conflict, a third of them through disease. At least
750,000 of these were British. The Victoria Cross, the highest military award, was awarded 628 times in the First World War.
First
World
War
August
November
Volunteers
join
army
lied
order
Youngest
average
life
expectancy
trenches
Six
weeks
million
countries
fighing
Killed
conflict
disease
Victoria
cross
Last chance?
The minister was very ill. He was told by his doctor not to have too
many visitors. However, when his agnostic friend called, the unbeliever was ushered into the minister’s bedside. ‘I do appreciate,’
said the agnostic, ‘you seeing me when so many in your church
have not been able to see you.’
‘Well, it’s like this,’ said the minister. ‘I feel confident that I shall
see them all again in heaven, but I was worried that this might be
my last chance to see you!’
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The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed.
The Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed.
It is wonderful to think that God knows each one of us by name.
(by Dr Chuck Missler : from Adam to Noah, translation and prophecy)
Linda Sims
Where is your life journey taking you?
Can you imagine boarding a plane for your
dream holiday and the pilot’s voice says:
‘Welcome on board. After take-off, we’ll be serving you a meal and we’ll do all we can to make
your flight enjoyable. However, I need to tell you
– we have no final destination. So we are just going to keep flying
until we run out of fuel and drop into the ocean.’
No matter how wonderful the journey is, what’s the point, if there’s
no destination? And yet many people live their lives like this. They
concentrate only on having the best ‘journey’ that they can, on travelling first class all the way. But they never stop to consider where
the journey is taking them – what their inevitable end will be.
Death is the end of our journey here on earth, but it need not be the
end of YOUR journey. God does not want you to end your life in
death. He wants it to be the threshold of an eternity of peace and
love in his presence. Jesus is the way to this truth and life, and he
holds out that ‘ticket’ to you. A journey with a destination in mind is
better than a journey that will simply…end… one day.
St Paul knew where he was going. In fact, he couldn’t wait to
‘depart and be with Christ, which is better by far ’ (Philippians 1:23)
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Down
2 O Jerusalem, how ... I have longed to gather your children together (Matthew 23:37) (5)
3 Way out (4)
4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5 Done (anag.) (4)
6 Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7)
7 Concerning the study of God (11)
8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11)
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6)
14 Frozen (3)
15 Established form of religious ceremony (6)
19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7)
20 See 1 Across
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)
25 Time (anag.) (4)
26 Lists choice of meals (4)
27 For the wages of sin is death, but the ... of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus (Romans 6:23) (4)
Across
1 and 20 Down Lord of all ..., Lord of all..., whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy (11,3)
9 Moses' question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: Why are you ...
your fellow Hebrew? (Exodus 2:13) (7)
10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis at the height
of her fame, Jacqueline ...(2,3)
11 At even ... the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay (3)
13 A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4)
16 Do not leave Jerusalem, but ... for the gift my Father promised
(Acts 1:4) (4)
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18 Peter's response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: We
must ...God rather than men! (Acts 5:29) (4)
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, ... Eareckson Tada (4)
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6)
22 Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat
and sat ... ...(Matthew 13:2) (2,2)
23 Infectious tropical disease (4)
25 Tree (3)
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Top job
Our local vicar thinks very highly of my father. He’s given him a job
so important that he has 500 people under him. My father is cutting
the grass in the churchyard.
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