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Dear Friends 
 
The sight of another family strid-
ing ahead along the beach to 
walk around the next headland 
gave us confidence that there 
was a route back to our holiday 
cottage along the coast, without 
climbing the wearying hills we’d 
traversed on our outward jour-
ney. Dad would be the hero for 
having found an easy route for 
the exhausted and complaining 
children. 
In my defence, the OS map also 
suggested that except at high 
tide, there was sand to walk on 
beneath the sheer cliffs on the South Wales coastline. And there 
were all sorts of possible reasons why the family we were following 
had given up. But the sand quickly became softer and darker and 
when we had walked what seemed too far to turn back, but with a 
good distance still to go, we seemed surrounded by mud that was 
hungry to absorb any human being that dared tread upon it. Fear 
began to creep in, uncertainty and guilt as the finger of blame was 
felt pointing in my direction. 
To our right there was a crevice in the cliffs and plastic bottles at 
the foot, showing signs of human activity. A short excursion through 
some bushes toward the cliff revealed an impossibly steep rock 
face, but also a strong rope left lying on the ground, offering a pos-
sible ascent. Soon with huge relief family (and dogs!) were on an 
unofficial grassy footpath back to a road that led home.  
The world felt very different – even though the hills still needed to 
be climbed. From fear to trust. From not knowing which direction to 
take, to a clear path that meant each step was taking us on to our 
goal. There were views to be enjoyed. There was a spring in our 
step. Dad had conjured up another adventure. 
Jesus said “I have come that they may have life”. If Jesus is the 
rope, what is the mud from which he is saving my life?  Am I willing 
to trust the rope’s strength – that it is well tied at the top and will 
sustain all the weight that I carry? What does life at the top of the 
rope look like? How well do I cope with the hills that are still to be 
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Please submit articles for the October issue of 
the magazine by September 23rd AT LATEST,  
these should be given to a Steward, or e:mailed 
to:- blair@cuilbeag.plus.com 
 

                           The Sparrows are back! 
 
Some years ago I lived in a bungalow in Corvedale, and just out-
side the kitchen window stood a bird-bath, a big attraction for the 
sparrows as you can see. Yet for a number of years now there has 
been a dearth of sparrows and the cry has been “Where have all 
the sparrows gone?”  Lots of theories have been put forward but no
-one really knows. 
 The years roll by, 
Brenda and I married, and I 
joined her in Ludlow. Imag-
ine my delight when, as I 
rode my scooter into town 
one morning recently, I met 
a family of sparrows. Within 
a few days, quite uninvited, 
they became regular visi-
tors to our garden. 
 Here, just outside our 
kitchen window stands 
small water feature, an inspired present from Joan, with three 
bowls and a solar-powered pump to lift the water into the topmost 
one whence it emerges from the mouth of a frog and cascades 
down again to the bottom bowl. Of course this only happens when 
the sun is shining but this summer has been good for that.  
One evening we watched Mr Blackbird have a shower, then sit and 
shake his feathers, looking so sleek and fine; Brenda commented 
that he was obviously preparing for a night out. A poetic view.   
          M.C. 
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CTAL Ludlow Food Bank; an update and 

appeal. 

The first half of 2018 has seen the food 

bank have its busiest 6 months so far. 

The food bank has been busy supplying 

food parcels to people in need and im-

proving the service provide. 

In the first 6 months of 2018 the food 

bank has given out 137 food parcels, 

122 or 89% of which went to people living in Ludlow itself. The previous 

busiest year was 2014, where only 72% of the food parcels given out 

went to people in Ludlow. This drop in demand from further away places 

is probably due to more food banks opening up since 2014.  

The largest reason for needing a food parcel has overwhelmingly been 

problems with benefits. This is partly down to new systems being brought 

in, partly the five week wait for any new claims, and partly due to people 

being sanctioned for various reasons. One food parcel recipient told us 

that he was sanctioned as he was unable to get to the Job Centre on time 

when his train was delayed. 

Local people have continued to be extremely generous, and we are very 

grateful for everything that has been donated. The summer months often 

see a lull in donations, but this is made up for during harvest time and 

before Christmas when people are extra kind. 

The food bank does run out of jars of pasta sauce, tinned meals such as 

chicken in white sauce, chilli con-carne etc, sugar, squash, tea and coffee 

fairly regularly. Even baked bean stocks get low! A full list of the basic 

items supplied in a food parcel can be found with the food bank donation 

box in the front porch of Ludlow Methodist Church. Thankfully the food 

bank does have some cash reserves, so can go shopping, but donations, 

however small are always thankfully received. 

Ruth Davies (co-ordinator) 
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climbed? Can I stop and be thankful for the view, for all that he has 
brought me from and for the trust I now have in him? 
Good questions as we enter together a new church year, taking 
afresh the rope offered to us. 
Blessings 
    Kim 
 

Open Gardens 
So….the last of this year’s gardens:- 

September 1st  at Barbara and Ron  
Gittings, 2 Ashley Walk, Orleton,  SY8 4HD 

 
BLACKFORD    

Methodist Chapel 
September 9th at 3.00pm 

Revd Kim Stilwell 
Sacrament 

 
Please note…..change of date—December Carol Service 

will be on the 2nd not 9th 

PUDDING TASTING 
Saturday Sept. 9th 11.00—5.00 pm. 

Sunday 10th 2.00—4.00 pm. 
Can you offer puddings and/or help ? 
Please see Annie Jones 876105. Also 
cakes/help for refreshments in Wes-

leys please see Edith 872561. 
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WILDFIRE  
THE STORY OF STEPHEN 

A Roger Jones musical performed by Teme Spirit 
Choir 

Sat 8
th
 September 7.30 pm 

At Clehonger Church (Nr Hereford) 
Contact: Pip Hollins 878978. Offers of and Requests 

for lifts please. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 

We will be preparing the church on 
Friday evening 28th from 6.00pm 

Please come along if you can help 
and bring contributions. 

 
Harvest services Sunday 30th September 10.30am and 6.00pm 

Harvest Supper Monday 1st October 7.00pm 
Tickets £5 will be available in Wesleys and after services until  

Sunday 23rd September 
Perishable items will be sold on Monday evening for All We Can. 

Non-perishables will go to the Food Bank 

Not covered by insurance 
A recent letter that appeared in The Independent newspaper: 
‘Following the recent major flooding, I 
find myself out of pocket, due to what I 
am informed is an ”act of God.” To 
avoid future financial embarrassment, 
please could you recommend an atheist 
insurance company?’ 
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Over the last 3 years the Rotary Club of Ludlow has been 
able to invest some £17,000 in a range of local community 
projects through the initiative ‘Ludlow Rotary Cares’. This 
year, following a very successful Ludlow Dog Day event at Stokesay Court 
held in July, the Club is looking to invest again in our community.  
 ‘Ludlow Rotary Cares’ is the name the Club has given to a scheme 
aimed at encouraging funding applications from charities and other or-
ganisations supporting community life in and around Ludlow which could 
benefit from a modest grant of up to £500. 
 The Club intends to be very open minded about the types of activi-
ties it will support so long as the project or programme responds to a 
community need in or within 15 miles of Ludlow and meets its criteria on 
the giving of grants. What the Club will need to understand is exactly 
what the money will be used for, who will benefit from it and how much 
difference it will make. 

Further information can be found on the website 
www.ludlowrotaryclub.org.uk which includes details of the criteria that 
will be applied and a simple application form. Organisations which meet 
the criteria will need to get their applications in by 30 September. Those 
shortlisted will be invited to an evening event at the Ludlow Mascall Cen-
tre o 30 October at which they will be asked to explain their project for a 
few minutes to a small panel.  There will also be an opportunity to meet 
other applicants as well as members of the Rotary Club. Cheques will be 
handed out very soon afterwards! 
 The Club is keen to hear from a wide range of organisations so if 
you are involved in or are aware of one which might benefit, do take a 
look at the website and follow the link to download an application form. 
For further information please email John at 
lrc@ludlowrotaryclub.org.uk . Barry Forrester  Ludlow Rotary Club 

ACROSS: 1, Labour. 4, Autumn. 7, Stay. 8, Darkness. 9, Reasoned. 13, Act. 
16, Presbyterians. 17, Sat. 19, Ridicule. 24, Reproach. 25, Abib. 26, Celtic. 
27, Intend.  
DOWN:1,Lose.2,Blamerest.3,Radio.4,Agree.5,Tend.6,Music. 10, Sober. 
11, Noted. 12, Doric. 13, Available. 14, Test. 15, Apes. 18, As Eve. 20, 
Isaac. 21, Ishvi. 22, Fret. 23, Ebed.  
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Don’t fight ‘book block’ 
Don’t feel guilty about giving up on a 
novel.  If you don’t enjoy it, simply aban-
don it. 
That’s the advice of the Reading Agency, a literary charity 
which recently surveyed our novel reading habits.  It found 
that more than 20 per cent of us refuse to give up on a book 
once we have started – even though it is hard work.  Some of 
us struggle for weeks, or even months, before acknowledging 
defeat. 
The Reading Agency suggests instead that anyone who hits 
‘book block’ should simply let the book go.  ‘You should never 
force yourself to read something you’re not enjoying.’ 
 

Universities can mistake 
‘loneliness for depression’ 
Many young people who 
have just left home for uni-
versity will be lonely. That is 
a normal emotion of young 
adults, and it is certainly not 
a medical condition. 
So says a leading professor 
of psychiatry at Kings Col-
lege London, who advises universities not to make the cur-
rent mental health crisis worse by assuming that all sad stu-
dents are depressed.  He urged universities to stop throwing 
money at various ‘untested’ mental health initiatives. 
Instead, Sir Simon Wessely said: ‘Loneliness is a major prob-
lem for the student population…but there is quite a lot of evi-
dence to say that the solution may not be to see a counsellor, 
but maybe to join a choir.’  He advised that the best way to 
protect against mental health problems was to draw on active 
social networks.  Having friends who they can confide in is 
‘probably better’ for students than seeking professional help. 
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“It’s almost time for Chiefly Yourselves” 
‘Oh no it isn’t’                ’Oh yes it is!’       

Saturday November 24th 7.30pm Ludlow Methodist Church  
 

Just when you thought it was safe to return from holiday, it’s time 
for some fireworks! 
I know you will be pleased to learn that the FUN in Fundraising 
Committee have asked me to create another cacophonous cornu-
copia of chapel cleverness to perform at the church on Saturday  
24th., November. 
So drag out your recitations, songs and jokes, old, new, and those 
rejected by the Edinburgh Festival, create a song and dance, blow 
your own trumpet or other instrument (or beg, borrow or even tem-
porarily steal one) and create a piece of perfect pandemonium to 
amaze, delight, or even mildly embarrass, your church friends and 
family. 
Please form a slightly disorderly queue next time you see me to 
volunteer your many and varied talents for the delectation and de-
light of us all. 
I thank you.  
Stephen Dalton 
Telephone: (01584) 873 405             e.mail   sjdh45@outlook.com 
PS: Admission is free, but there is a charge for leaving the prem-
ises in the form of a donation to church funds, 10% of which will be 
given to our chosen charities, will be much appreciated. 

         

Girl Guides to learn about money 
Girl Guides are to learn how to look after mon-
ey, after the introduction of a new ‘saver’ 
badge.  Girlguiding UK has created the badge 
with the aim of improving financial literacy 
among teenagers. 
The girls, aged 10 to 14, must prove that they can manage 
cash efficiently, budget effectively and put aside money for 
the future, in order to win the badge. 
The badge has been created in cooperation with the insurer 
Legal & General, and was felt to be important as money man-
agement is a skill they will need all their adult lives. 
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 Future Fit - Shaping Health Care Together  
A View from the Ludlow Churches  
Our Churches are making this response because of the teaching 
and practice of Jesus in caring for the poor and the sick, and 
through our historic commitment to the common good of society. 
We are especially concerned for the very old, the young and the 
poor whose voices are unlikely to be heard.  
This Future Fit process, well-meaning as it is, seems more like a 
PR exercise than a consultation. It seems to start from the needs of 
those responsible for managing the big institutions at the top, rather 
than from the needs of the people at the bottom. It is also too lim-
ited in its scope. The role and future of other local health services in 
the area (e.g. Hereford hospital) are not mentioned. Mental health, 
social care and much else is largely excluded – yet the health 
needs of this area cannot be accurately assessed or predicted with-
out a suitably integrated and holistic approach.  
The near-cataclysmic shredding of local council services will impact 
on health. The disappearance of support such as alcohol- and drug
-awareness courses for vulnerable young people is one of many 
burgeoning crises. Generally, there is insufficient recognition here 
of the needs of the poor, the young and old, and particularly of the 
difficulties of travel - acknowledged here but not really addressed.  
Future Fit’s acceptance, understandable though it is, of limited 
funding both now and in the future, should not go unchallenged. 
The admission that this country cannot afford the health services it 
needs is extraordinary, coming from one of the world’s richest 
countries.  
The issues that surround the cost of borrowing for this scheme are 
not explored.  
The government’s recent nervous reference to increased taxation is 
a positive step. But we may also ask why should the country not 
look too for donations from its growing number of billionaires?  
We recognize the merits of a split between emergency care provi-
sion on one site and of ‘elective care’ on another. We favour Option 
1, but regret that so much time and money (and clinicians’ time) 
has been invested in a consultation which still leaves many funda-
mental questions about health and health care unanswered.  
We sympathize with the pressures on those who have engaged in 
this process. But there remain far greater political, social and eco-
nomic challenges to face and honestly discuss if we are to make 
significant improvements in the nation’s health and healthcare.  
Churches Together Around Ludlow, July 2018 
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Attack on the home of Nigerian Archbishop Ben Kwashi 
Cattle rustlers recently attacked the home of the Nigerian Archbish-
op of Jos, Benjamin Kwashi. 
The Anglican Archbishop was at home at the time, with some 60 
orphans in his care when the raiders struck.  They seized nine 
cows and shot and killed a neighbour who challenged them. 
Archbishop Ben Kwashi heard the raiders break into his compound 
and told everyone to stay indoors until they had left. The Archbish-
op later visited the family of the dead man, who has been named 
as Adamu Dung, and prayed for them. 
Archbishop Benjamin Kwashi is a partner of Release International, 
which serves the persecuted church around the world. He wrote on 
his Facebook page: ‘Adamu Dung was shot through the head be-
cause he flashed his light when he heard footsteps of cattle being 
rustled. The cows were mine. Adamu was killed. He was no threat. 
He was an ordinary citizen struggling to do every honest job to 
make ends meet. 
‘When I saw the widow and the house, my tears flowed freely, and 
my heart shattered! We are not safe in [our] homes. I am raising an 
alarm – if the government will listen. Lord in your mercy…’ 
Archbishop Kwashi has called repeatedly for the government to 
step up security to protect Christians under attack in the 
north.  This is the fourth attack on his own home. His church and 
vicarage have been burnt down, and, on one occasion, when 
would-be assassins discovered he wasn’t there, they took their re-
venge on his wife Gloria, leaving her partially blinded. 
Each time the attackers come, Archbishop Kwashi says it just 
makes him more resolved to preach the gospel and proclaim the 
Christian message. Since the attacks began, the Archbishop and 
his wife have fostered hundreds of orphans. Their latest was a ba-
by whose parents were killed in the recent attacks two weekends 
ago. 
Release CEO Paul Robinson says: ‘These murderous raids beg 
important questions. It all points to a strategy to drive out Chris-
tians from the north of Nigeria. The government of Nigeria must 
protect its vulnerable Christian communities in the north – and its 
Anglican Archbishop.’ 
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How the Bible brings hope to people 
living in the most volatile, danger-
ous places 

Bible Society’s Ken Dachi has just returned 

from the Central African Republic. Here he reflects on his vis-

it. 

 

I had never been to a warzone before. I don’t think anything 

could have prepared me for the Central African Republic, a 

country broken by civil war. Beyond the capital, Bangui, the 

country is lawless. Violence and kidnappings are widespread. 

Three-quarters of people live in extreme poverty. 

 

I met my colleagues at the Bible ‘warehouse’ – an old freight 

container. It was looted two years ago and Scripture material 

was set on fire. The office was cramped, hot and noisy. We 

couldn’t hear each other speak because of the rain hammer-

ing on the tin roof. Over the next few days I came to realise 

that war affects everything. When you fear for your life, you 

don’t tidy your office or get organised. You focus on what re-

ally matters.  

 

One day, I got out of the city to meet a group of women who 

come together to read and use Bibles and study notes provid-

ed by our team. They arrived by bike and on foot, regardless 

of the insecurity and risk. Their passion to understand the Bi-

ble moved me beyond words. 

 

One woman, Nado Justine, told me, ‘Psalm 128 has finally 

opened my eyes to the promise of blessing through fearing 

the Lord. It now makes sense! My husband says I should con-
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Baby on way   
999 Caller: ‘Help! My wife has gone into labour and 
her contractions are four minutes apart!’ 
999 Operator: ‘Is this her first child?’ 
999 Caller: ‘Of course not, you idiot! This is her 
husband!’ 

A New Adult Reading Charity 
Needs Your Help 
 
If you’re reading this article without 
any difficulty, then you’re probably 
someone who, like most of us, gives 
little thought to what life would be 
like if you couldn’t read. 
  Can you imagine how different 
your life would be if you couldn’t 
read forms, medicine instructions, 
letters from your electricity supplier 
or bed time stories to your child or 
grandchild? 
 Research shows that 5% of adults in England and Wales can 
only recognise a few common words, with a further 2.1% barely 
able to read simple notices; that’s hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple. 
 Help is at hand. A charity called Read Easy UK, which was 
set up to tackle this ‘invisible’ problem, has already helped hun-
dreds of people by providing free one-to-one coaching for anyone 
who struggles with reading.  
 We are setting up a branch in the Ludlow and Knighton area 
– but need volunteers to join a small team to launch and run the 
service. We would also like to hear from you if you can provide a 
coaching venue, or if you are interested in coaching. 
 To find out more contact Caroline Keely on 07811 582256 or 
email her at………. ludlowandknighton@readeasy.org.uk.  
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PRAYER FOCUS 
 
Oh Lord, haven’t we got short memories? And we are never satis-
fied! 
Back at the start of summer the sun was lovely, but in no time it 
was too hot, too dry, going on and on.  Oh for some rain! 
Then, as soon as it rains, we moan because summer is over, oh it’s 
cold, where is my umbrella? 
Lord, sorry. 
Thank you that we have the luxury of the full variety of weathers to 
moan about.  
And as most of us carry on regardless, help us to think of those 
whose livelihoods depend on the weather: farmers dreading the 
winter because they have had to use up food supplies in the 
drought; growers whose crops are small and less value after a cold 
spring and dry summer. It is an uncertain time for them anyway as 
Brexit approaches, the supermarkets squeeze their profit margins 
and their income depends on many things beyond their control. 
Stress levels, loneliness and lack of support and advice make life 
very hard for many small family farms. May we be willing to pay that 
bit extra for our food from our farms. Help us to be generous to 
those who work in our countryside - in all seasons. 
And we remember the places in the world where weather extremes 
are far more extreme. As we give thanks for our green and pleasant 
land help us to support our more distant neighbours in their need 
too. 
And help us not to moan quite so much. 
Thank you, Lord 
Amen 
 

 

Old leaf?   
A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fas-
cinated as he fingered through the old pages. Sud-
denly something fell out of the Bible.  He picked 
up the object and looked at it.  What he saw was an 
old leaf that had been pressed in between the pag-
es. 
‘Mum, look what I found!’ the boy called out with astonish-
ment in his voice.  He turned the leaf over and over. ‘I think 
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Time for a change of national anthem?     David Winter  
 
During the World Cup in July we were serenaded with 26 as-
sorted National Anthems – songs intended to infuse players 
and fans with patriotic fervour. Most of them were predictable. 
Even if you didn’t know the language, you could guess the 
message: ‘our country’s better than your country’. A few 
sounded downright aggressive, but without Australia and the 
USA there seemed to be none that captured any vision of 
peace, harmony or freedom. 
 
And then there was ‘God save the Queen’. 
It’s not a bad tune and not quite the crash-
bang- thump-thump of most of the oth-
ers.  But what do we think about the words? 
Yes, we love our magnificent Queen. But 
surely a national anthem should be about 
the nation, not just its titular rul-
er?  ‘Jerusalem’, which is sung as England’s 
cricket teams take the field is a good exam-
ple, but it’s just England, and we are several 
nations. I recognise that if you raised the 
question whether we should have a new national anthem in a 
group discussion, most people would probably vote to keep 
‘God save the Queen’.  But I wonder if, when a younger gen-
eration provides our royal rulers, it might be felt the time had 
come for a new one. 
 
If and when we do, I hope we’ll take as an example of an ex-
emplary National Anthem that of Wales – ‘Land of my Fa-
thers’. No militarism or bragging, a tribute to the nation’s cul-
ture of song and poetry, a quick picture of hills, coasts and 
bays and a hope that their ancient language may flourish. Not 
a bad model? Of course, I’m prejudiced. I hope to be singing 
it with thousands of others in the Millennium Stadium in Car-
diff in November – in Welsh, of course. 
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Better than your average young swim-
mer! 
The youngest person to swim the English 
Channel was a British boy, Tom Gregory, 
who was 11 years and 336 days old when 
he did it 30 years ago this month, on 6th 
September 1988. 
Tom was trained for the event by the legendary John Bullet, 
who ran the local pool in Eltham, south-east London. Tom, 
who now has a senior job in the City, describes him as some-
one who changed people’s lives. Tragically he died shortly 
after Tom’s success. 
The Eltham club focused on Channel swimming and organ-
ised relays and other record attempts. Another club member, 
12-year-old Marcus Hooper, had been the youngest success-
ful Channel swimmer before Tom. Under-16s have since 
been banned from attempting it. 
Tom said that cold was the biggest danger for swimmers; so 
part of his training was avoiding hot baths or showers for 
months and sleeping under a single sheet with the window 
open. 
From Cap Gris Nez in France to Dover is 20 miles, but Tom’s 
route was nearer 30 because of the tides. When he reached 
the shore he was required to take three steps unaided: he 
succeeded on the third attempt. His time was 11 hours and 54 
minutes – exactly 11.9 hours for someone who was 11.9 
years old.         Tim Lenton 
 

Alternative prayer   
Charlie had been misbehaving and was sent to his room. Af-
ter a while he emerged and informed his mother that he had 
thought it over and then said a prayer. ‘Fine’, said the 
pleased mother. ‘If you ask God to help you not misbehave, 
He will help you.’ 
‘Oh, I didn’t ask Him to help me not misbehave,’ said Charlie. 
‘I asked Him to help you put up with me.’ 
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FUEL FOR THE JOURNEY 
We are a busy church.  Many people do lots of things. Others have 
done their bit over many years and are having to do less. Some are 
just beginning, wondering where they should use their time and tal-
ents. 
No matter where we feel we are on this spectrum, we need to avoid 
running on ‘empty’.  
As a follow-up to the recent Alpha course, the Tuesday Bible Study 
group will be starting….The Lifebuilder Bible Study— 
        ’Meeting Jesus’. 
If you feel you could do with a boost, some refreshment, some fuel 
for your journey, why not join us?  
Speak to me, Joyce, Kim or Mike. Venue depends on numbers and 
preferences but we are looking to start at the end of September. 
(Joyce Evans 890670, Rev Kim, Mike Owens) We often wish we 
could find another title other than Bible Study as it sounds a bit 
daunting.  Don’t be put off.  It is an exploration of and with the 
mighty, gentle Lord we try to serve.  Joyce 
 

How to get to heaven   
The teacher asked her Sunday School class: ‘If sold my 
house and my car, had a big car boot sale and gave all my 
money to the church, would I get into Heaven?’  ‘No!’ the chil-
dren all answered. 
‘If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the grass, and kept 
everything neat and tidy, would I get into Heaven?’  Again, the 
answer was, ‘No!’ 
‘Well,’ she continued, ‘then how can I get into Heaven?’  A 
five-year-old boy shouted out, ‘You’ve got to be dead first!’ 
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Back to School – and daily life 
 
‘Most Christians don’t really believe that the ordinary things 
they do every day have anything much to do with God’s pur-
poses in time and eternity. But the reality is that God can and 
does work through His people… among the people they natu-
rally meet, doing the things they normally do.’ (Mark Greene). 
September is the time when we get back to our normal rou-
tines after the summer break. It’s a good opportunity to ask 
how God wants us to make a difference in our workplace, 
school, family or with friends. Paul writes: 
‘And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.’ (Colossians 3:17). 
As disciples, we are called to do the ordinary things in the 
name of Jesus, i.e. act in the way Jesus would in our situa-
tion. 
‘WHATEVER you do’: God is at work in every aspect of our 
lives. He can use whatever we do to make a difference to 
those around. Do we believe this? Our lives shouldn’t be like 
an orange, segmented into the sacred and secular, but more 
like an apple, in which the whole is available to God. 
 ‘Whatever YOU do’:  God wants to use us to make a differ-
ence to the people and places where we spend time. We can 
trust Him for the resources we need hour by hour, day by day, 
year by year. What do we need from Him? 
‘Whatever you DO’: Our work is for God alone, out of grati-
tude for God’s love for us. How does this perspective make a 
difference when what we do seems hard, unrewarding, or un-
appreciated by others? 
‘Work doesn’t take us away from God; it continues the work of 
God.’ (Eugene Peterson).               Rev Paul Hardingham 
 

15 



14 

On 4th August 1918 King George V met to pray with members of the 
Houses of Parliament. One hundred days later, the war ended.  
Last month, 4th August 2018 was the first day of 100 days of prayer 
across the country, running until Armistice Day in November. Thou-
sands of Christians across the country are using daily prayers, Bi-
ble readings and reflections from 100 Days of Peace and Hope, 
which can be downloaded, a week at a time from https://
www.remembrance100.co.uk/ 100-days/ .  HOPE has also pub-
lished a beautifully illustrated booklet called Silence to give away at 
Remembrance events. Silence invites readers to look back with 
gratitude, and to reflect on eternal themes of faith, hope and love.  
Find out more at:  www.remembrance.co.uk. 
 
August George Parliament  prayer  hundred 
Country armistice day  November  Thousands 
Peace Hope  Remembrance  Silence back 
Gratitude Eternal Themes Faith  love  look 

 Hearing is not believing   
A wise schoolteacher sent this note to all parents on the first 
day of school: ‘If you promise not to believe everything your 
child says happens at school, I’ll promise not to believe every-
thing he or she says happens at home.’ 
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Bigger in America  
We all know about the 
American preference 
for bigger cars and 
houses.  But Ameri-
cans even like their 
churches to be big-
ger.  More than half of 
American churchgo-
ers attend one of the 
1,600 megachurches 
(each with at least 
2,000 in attendance). 
The five largest American churches are beyond imagining in a 
UK context: 

• Lakewood Church, Houston, Texas.  Pastor: Joel Steen 
with 43,500 weekly. 

• North Point Community Church, Alphabet, Georgia.  Pas-
tor: Andy Stanley with 30,700 weekly. 

• Church, Edmond, Oklahoma.  Pastor: Craig Groeschel with 
30,000 weekly. 

• Gateway Church, Southlake, Texas.  Pastor: Robert Morris 
with 28,000 weekly. 

• Willow Creek Community Church, South Barrington, Illi-
nois.  Pastors: Steve Carter and Heather Larson with 
25,750 weekly. 

However, the pastors feel that while existing megachurches 
will continue the trend now is for simpler, more traditional ex-
pressions of worship with smaller congregations. 
 Source: Hartford Institute for Religion Research, quoted in 
Christianity, May 2018, Page 36. 
Has anyone in the congregation attended a ‘mega church’ in 
America….please tell us about it…. 

https://www.remembrance100.co.uk/%20100-days/
https://www.remembrance100.co.uk/%20100-days/
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Across 
1  ‘Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders — in vain’ (Psalm 
127:1) (6) 
4  Season of the year (Psalm 84:6) (6) 
7  ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. — 
here and keep watch with me’ (Matthew 26:38) (4) 
8  It came over the whole land from the sixth to the ninth hour on 
the first Good Friday (Luke 23:44) (8) 
9  Paul invariably did this in the synagogues he visited on his mis-
sionary journeys (Acts 17:2) (8) 
13 ‘It is God who works in you to will and to — according to his 
good purpose’ (Philippians 2:13) (3) 
16 Members of the Church of Scotland (13) 
17 ‘Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountain side 
and — down’ (Matthew 5:1) (3) 
19 Mock(Luke14:29)(8) 
24 Disgrace(Psalm44:13)(8) 
25 First month of the Hebrew calendar (Exodus13:4)(4) 
26 Christianity of the Britons before Augustine arrived from Rome
(6) 
27 Mean (Numbers 35:23)(6) 
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Down 
1  ‘Whoever finds his life will — it’ (Matthew 10:39) (4) 
2  ‘My lord the king, let the — — on me and on my father’s family, and let 
the king and his throne be without guilt’ (2 Samuel 14:9) (5,4) 
3  O raid (anag.) (5) 
4  ‘If two of you on earth — about anything you ask for, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven’ (Matthew 18:19) (5) 
5  Take care of (1 Samuel 17:15) (4) 
6  What the older son heard as he came near the house the day his prodi-
gal brother came home (Luke 15:25) (5) 
10 ‘Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,but rather think 
of yourself with — judgment’ (Romans 12:3) (5) 
11 Do ten(anag.)(5) 
12 Architectural style first used in Greek temples in the sixth century BC 
(5) 
13 Capable of being used(1Kings7:36)(9) 
14 ‘Each one should — his own actions’(Galatians6:4)(4) 
15 Among the items imported by Solomon’s fleet of trading ships (1 Kings 
10:22) (4) 
18 ‘But I am afraid that just —— was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, 
your minds may somehow be led astray’ (2 Corinthians 11:3) (2,3) 
20 Outstanding 18th-century hymn writer, — Watts(5) 
21 One of the four sons of Asher(Genesis46:17)(5) 
22 Be distressed(Proverbs24:19)(4) 
23 He was the father of Gaal, who threatened rebellion against 
Abimelech (Judges 9:28) (4) 

Answers on 
page21 


