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Hello Family,

I don’t know about you but I don’t use the Psalms very much at all, not as 
much as I used to anyway. Okay, I can hear the loud gasps of 
consternation and disbelief! So, I thought I would re-engage with the 
Psalms and bring you along with me for the ride.
Here goes…
The overview of the first section of the Psalms praise God for his justice, 
express confidence in God’s compassion, recount the depravity of 
humanity, plead for vindication and ask God to deliver them from their 
enemies. The writers also talk about the blessedness of the forgiven 
sinner and portray God as a shepherd.
Psalm1 
The Righteous and the Ungodly
Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or stand 
around with sinners, or join in with mockers. But they delight in the law of 
the Lord, meditating on it day and night. They are like trees planted along 
the riverbank, bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never wither, and 
they prosper in all they do.
But not the wicked! They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind. 
They will be condemned at the time of judgment. Sinners will have no 
place among the godly. For the Lord watches over the path of the godly, 
but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.
This Psalm, anonymously written, is a spiritual guide that shows us the 
consequences of our choices. The imagery of the fruitful trees and the 
scattered chaff shows that we can either flourish through choosing to be 
faithful to God or be blown away through unfaithfulness, choosing not to 
rely on God. It reminds us to focus on God's law, Scripture, and remain on 
the righteous path, under God's watchful eyes.
The final verse reassures us that God watches over the way of the faithful, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. This verse underlines the theme of 
divine judgment and the ultimate fate of both the faithful and the wicked.
This is a beautiful, powerful, and deeply introspective Psalm. It forms an 
important framework for the rest of the Psalms in how we think and speak 
of/to God. It vividly contrasts the way of the faithful and the way of the 
wicked, setting out the rewards for following the Scripture, the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit and the consequences of choosing to reject God.

Denise
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If you had been in Wesley’s sometime in 2025 you would have met 
someone from:

Barnsley, Bath, Beaconsfield, Beverley, Birmingham, Bristol, Callendar, 
Cambridgeshire, Ceredigeon, Cheshire, Clun, Cumbria, Daventry, 
Hereford, Hull, Llanarth, Liverpool, Market Drayton, Nuneaton, Oxford, 
Sheffield, Shrewsbury, Wakefield, or Wrexham,

You might also have met an Australian!
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Ludlow Methodist Church 
Broad Street, Ludlow 

Carols by Candlelight 
Monday 8th December 7.30pm 

 

Readings and carols for Advent,  

in preparation for Christmas. 

All are invited, please bring along friends and 
neighbours. Festive nibbles will finish off the evening.

Pastoral Visiting: What is it, and, Who does it?

Methodism has always organised itself around the spiritual and 
pastoral needs of people. One of the key early roles in Methodism 
was that of ‘class leaders’ who enabled small groups to ‘watch over 
each other in love’. 
The class leader role still exists in places where there are small 
groups that meet, but in many places these have developed into 
Pastoral Visitor roles where some people take on the responsibility 
of pastorally and spiritually caring for a small number of people in 
their local church, working in collaboration with the minister.
John Wesley organised these groups of mutual care to encourage 
people to consider how things are with their soul. He wanted groups 
and individuals to get to the heart of their spirituality and not avoid 
the deeper questions. 
We see this avoidance happening today where we can easily 
answer the question, “How are you?” with a response that glosses 
over any deeper things. 
Pastoral Visitors never ask this question lightly.
Methodist pastoral care has always been about the deeper realities 
of life and our relationship with God, where we are mutually open to 
transformation through God’s grace in pursuit of holiness.
Wesley saw things holistically too, with the “How are you?” question 
to include the practicalities of life: What are your needs? What help 
is required? How can I, (the Pastoral Visitor) be of service?
Pastoral visitors have a key responsibility in supporting the 
discipleship of the people they care for. In the list of responsibilities 
set out in Constitutional Practice and Discipline (CPD), they are 
required “to encourage members to fulfil their commitments as set 
out on the ticket of membership, and where appropriate, to 
encourage others to consider the claims of membership.”
Standing Order 631 gives their responsibilities: 
• to exercise pastoral care over those committed to his or her 

charge;
• to visit those on his or her pastoral list regularly;
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• to encourage members to fulfil their commitments as set 
out on the ticket of membership, and where appropriate to 
encourage others to consider the claims of membership; 

• to inform the minister having pastoral responsibility of any 
special need or change of address;

• to pray regularly for those on his or her pastoral list.

Pastoral Visitors are part of the caring and loving face of the local 
church. They are part of the loving and compassionate ‘human 
glue’ that binds us together in Christ Jesus. 
We, as a caring, compassionate and loving church reflect these 
qualities of Jesus as we journey through life wherever God places 
us; providing a firm foundation for each one of us to serve God and 
our community.

Denise

Smiles

1. The nativity play was going as planned and Joseph and 
Mary were going from ‘house’ to ‘house’ knocking on the doors and 
asking it there was any room for them. 
As they continued to get ‘no room’ answers, a little voice called 
from the back of the church: "You should have booked!”

2. Who was the Real Virgin?
A ten-year-old, under the tutelage of her grandmother, was 
becoming quite knowledgeable about the Bible.  Then one day she 
floored her grandmother by asking, "Which virgin was the mother 
of Jesus?  The virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?"

3. Well known pilot
At Sunday school, the younger children were drawing pictures to 
illustrate a biblical story. The teacher was startled to see one little 
boy was drawing an airplane. "This is the Flight into Egypt," the little 
boy explained. "See, here is Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. And 
this," he said, pointing to the figure in the front of the plane, "is 
Pontius. He's the Pilot."
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How much do you value Zoom?

We started Zooming our Sunday morning services during Covid 
lockdown, and now it has become a regular feature of our church 
life. There are a small number of our congregation who are unable 
to get to Broad Street on a regular basis and have come to rely on 
this way of accessing our worship services. There are also a number 
of others who value the opportunity to join us remotely on an 
occasional basis.
However, we cannot take this facility for granted; it takes the 
dedication of a very small team to make this happen. There are now 
only three of us on the Zoom rota, two of whom are Local Preachers 
with other commitments on a Sunday morning, and the other is also 
on the organ rota. Thanks must be recorded to Hilda Turnbull for her 
support, because she has recently had to resign from the team. So 
it is becoming increasingly difficult to do this EVERY Sunday. 
Unless we can train up some new volunteers to join the rota, we 
may not be able to do this every week. Please think about how you 
could help or suggest someone who can. Full training will be 
provided. It may look difficult, but in reality it is as simple as following 
some clear steps in the right order – and the more you do it the more 
naturally it comes. Yes, there will be occasional technical glitches, 
but we do not expect you to solve these; they are usually outside of 
our control.
Even one more volunteer would reduce the Sunday morning 
commitment to once a month. Obviously, more volunteers would 
mean less Sundays each and make it easier for us to cover for each 
other when we are not available. The current rota covers until the 
end of February 2026, so there is plenty of time to be trained and/or 
shadow one or more of the existing volunteers
Please speak to Mike Owens if you can help in anyway (or have a 
chat with John Eadie or Joyce Evans about it).
PS. There is anecdotal evidence that those who log in using the 
telephone are experiencing a poorer service. There is very little we 
can do about that – Zoom is primarily a computer based system and 
I suspect that, as Zoom  is updated and developed, the telephone 
link is falling behind. If you can possibly join us on some form of 
computer it will be better.                                                                    

Mike Owens
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Holy Days
25 December.    We three kings of Orient are... what? 

“A cold coming they had of it at this time of the year, just the worst 
time of the year to take a journey, and specially a long journey, in.  
The way’s deep, the weather sharp, the days short, the sun 
farthest off, in solstitio brumali, the very dead of winter.” 

It was 1622, and the Bishop of Winchester, Launcelot Andrews, 
was preaching a magnificent sermon to King James I.  Reckoned 
one of the best preachers ever, Launcelot Andrews’ words were 
later taken up by T S Eliot and transformed into his wonderful 
poem ‘The Journey of the Magi’.  What a vivid picture – we can see 
it all!   The camels’ breath steaming in the night air as the kings, in 
their gorgeous robes of silk and cloth-of-gold, and clutching their 
precious gifts, kneel to adore the baby in the manger.

Yet the Bible does not give us as much detail as some people 
think.  Tradition down the centuries has added a great deal more.  
For instance, we know from St Matthew that the magi were ‘wise’, 
or learned men of some sort, but we do not know if they were kings 
or not.    The Bible tells us there were several; tradition has 
decided upon three, and even named them: Balthassar, Melchior, 
and Caspar (or Gaspar).  But the Bible does tell us that the magi 
gave baby Jesus three highly symbolic gifts: gold, and 
frankincense, and myrrh.  Gold stands for kingship, frankincense 
for worship, and myrrh for anointing – anticipating His death.

There is a lovely ancient mosaic in Ravenna, Italy, that is 1,500 
years old.  It depicts the wise men in oriental garb of trousers and 
Phrygian caps, carrying their gifts past palm trees towards the star 
that they followed... straight to Jesus.  

Parish Pump
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Residential Carol Singing
This year our Carol Singing around the residential homes 
will take place on the following dates and times in 
December.

Home Date Time
Hagley Place Wed’sday 3rd 14.30
Churchill              Thursday 11th          10.30 
Four Rivers              Thursday 11th          11.30 
Alexandra House     Friday 12th          14.30 
Hendra House     Friday 12th          15.30 

We will spend between 30-45 minutes at each home and 
the programme consists of:
 Welcome

Poem
3 Carols
The Story
3 Carols
Prayer
3 Carols ending with 
‘We wish you a Merry Christmas’

Please let Denise or Sarah know if you’re able to come 
along and join in.

The Remembrance
Service at Orleton Village 
War Memorial
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An arboreal masterpiece - what a colourful autumn!
While we are still thinking ‘Summer’, the change is subtle in the 
beginning. The first leaves to start colouring up are on the Horse 
chestnut tree. They slowly turn yellow in August. The common variety, 
Aesculus hippocastanum, was brought to the UK originally by early 
plant hunters from the Balkans, and can grow into a substantial 
specimen, up to 30’ high and half as much wide. Although best suited 
to a park environment,  there are others of more modest dimensions.
Most folk think of the beech tree as providing our grandest native 
spectacle. In Celtic mythology, beech trees were protected by their 
own god, called Fagus, and have been described as the ‘queen’ of 
trees (with the oak as ‘king’). Certainly, we are most fortunate to have 

a splendid spectacle locally 
at the Foresty Commission 
site at Black Pool (B4361, 
Overton to Richard’s Castle 
road). One of the obliging 
features of beech is its 
adaptability and tolerance of 
shaping. Here is a substantial 
hedge in Kingsland.

Kingsland beech hedge

In more modest surroundings, the 
Japanese Acer stands out, especially 
those with divided leaves. Acer 
palmatum Dissectum in particular, of 
which there are many varieties, the 
purple leaved ones being immensely 
popular. Even on a dull day, the effect is 
outstanding. This is our A. palmatum 
‘Emerald Lace’. 

It is a deep green when in leaf, as its name suggests. If you 

wanted some Acer colour in the spring, you could try Acer 
shirasawanum.

Sorbus is another colourful tree family, 
with many varieties originating from 
China. Even though some can be 
sizeable trees in time, others are more 
restrained, such as Sorbus cashmiriana. 
S. vilmorinii and S.hupehensis. And 
there’s a bonus in spring with lightly 
fragranced white flowers, that develop 
later into berries, beloved by the birds. 
Research shows that the berries’ colour 
dictates how long they stay on the tree 
before they are consumed. For example, 
the first to be eaten are red – just like 
hawthorn, holly, cotoneaster and many 
crab apples. Then it is the turn of orange 
hues, followed by pink. Berries that 
remain white provide food well into the 

winter months.

Is there an explanation of why our recent autumn has looked even 
more dramatic than usual? Certainly. During the growing season, 
all leaves are the plant’s ‘engine room’.  The green pigment 
chlorophyll absorbs energy from the sun, and together with water 
(including minerals from the soil in solution) via the roots and 
carbon dioxide from the air, produces sugars. These give the plant 
the fuel it needs to grow, flower and reproduce. Yet plants are 
canny – they know when winter approaches.



22 23

Geoff’s Christmas Quiz

1. What was the first UK number one hit song that featured a full 
sentence question as it’s title?
2. What is the official national animal of Scotland? 
3. Which is the only country that has a flag which is not 
rectangular?
4. What were said to be the last three words by Joan of Arc?
5. Roy Orbison had his first UK No 1 hit in August 1960, what was 
the title?
6. In literature who is Edmund Dantés?
7. What comes in sizes C4, C5, C6, and C7?
8. What was ‘The von Schlieffen Plan’? 
9. Which State of U.S.A. can be written using only one line of a 
QWERTY keyboard?
10. Which State of U.S.A. is divided into parishes whereas all 
other states are divided into counties or boroughs?

Answers next month

Each species has its own time to flick the ‘off switch’. That causes 
the sugars in the leaves to deteriorate, and the chlorophyll 
changes colour, prior to leaf fall. Summer 2025 had an abundance 
of strong sunshine, giving a greater sugar harvest than normal. As 
we move towards winter, when most herbaceous plants die down 
leaving our gardens bare, the colour provided by trees is 
especially welcome, with this year being outstanding. 

Sources: Encyclopaedia of Garden Plants and Flowers by The         
     Readers’ Digest;   Encyclopaedia of Gardening, by        
     The Royal Horticultural Society;

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

 The photos are my own.

BMG

A Knots Prayer

Please untie the knots that I have in my mind, my heart and my 
life.
Remove the have nots, the cannots and the do nots from my 
mind.
Erase the will nots, may nots, and might nots that find a home in 
my heart.
Release me from the could nots, would nots and should nots that 
obstruct my life.
And most of all, I ask that you remove from my mind, my heart 
and my life all of the ‘am nots’ that I have allowed to hold me 
back.
Especially the thought that I am not good enough.

Found in a Shropshire church and supplied by Pip Hollins

Quotes

The incarnation of Christ is the clearest affirmation of the truth 
that man is created in the image of God. - Lawrence Adams

To perceive Christmas through its wrapping becomes more 
difficult each year. - E B White

This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue,
A Baby in an ox’s stall.
From John Betjeman ‘Christmas’




