
After a very wet and miserable few weeks, the Sun came out 
on Valentine's Day
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St Joseph the Carpenter:  gracious descendant of King David
Many people know that Joseph was the father of the most famous 
man who ever lived, but beyond that, we know very little about him. 
The Gospels name him as the ‘father’ of Jesus, while also asserting 
that the child was born of a virgin. Even if he wasn’t what we call the 
‘biological’ father, it was important to them that he was a distant 
descendant of the great King David - a necessary qualification for 
the Messiah. 
It’s obvious that Joseph (usually described as a ‘carpenter’) was not 
wealthy, because he was allowed to offer the poor man’s sacrifice of 
two pigeons or turtle doves at the presentation of his infant son. No 
one expected eloquence or wisdom from this man’s son. Jesus was 
born into an unremarkable family, with a doubtless hard-working 
artisan as His father. There would have been few luxuries in that 
little home at Nazareth.
Matthew begins his birth narrative with the bald statement that Mary 
was engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together she became 
pregnant ‘with child from the Holy Spirit’. Joseph was not apparently 
privy to the divine intervention in her life, and drew the obvious 
conclusion: it was another man’s child. However, he was not the sort 
of man who wished to disgrace her publicly, so he resolved to 
‘dismiss her quietly’ - end their engagement without fuss, we might 
say. 
However, at that point Joseph had a dream in which he was told by 
‘an angel of the Lord’ not to hesitate to take Mary as his wife, 
because the child conceived in her was ‘from the Holy Spirit’, and 
that the baby was to be named ‘Jesus’ (‘saviour’) because He will 
‘save His people from their sins’. On waking, Joseph did as he had 
been instructed and took Mary as his wife.
So far as Joseph himself is concerned, we can be pretty sure of a 
few things. In human, legal terms he was the father of Jesus, he was 
a carpenter and he had probably died before Jesus began his public 
ministry. The little we are told suggests a devout, decent and 
sensitive man, one who shared Mary’s anxiety when the 12 year-old 
Jesus went missing in Jerusalem, and who presumably taught his 
son the trade of a carpenter. 
Joseph has become an icon of the working man - there are many 
churches nowadays dedicated to ‘Joseph the Worker’. He can stand 
in the calendar of saints for the ’ordinary’ person, a straight-forward 
craftsman who never expected or chose to be in the spotlight of 
history.

He did what he could, and he was obedient to everything that he 
believed God required of him. To do the ‘ordinary’ thing well, to be 
kind, caring and open to guidance: these are great gifts, and 
Joseph seems to have had them in abundance.

Prayer for March 2026
(based on Jn3:21, Jn 14:6,Jn 8:12,Jn 16:33,Heb 13:5)
Lord,
In these weeks leading up to Easter, many of us spend time 
reflecting on what Jesus has done for us and how he can help us 
live our lives.
But we live in a harsh, confusing world, where traditional values 
are upended and we can hardly believe some of the things we 
hear from powerful world leaders. Truth seems to be lost in the 
darkness.
Lord, your word tells us that, whoever lives by the truth comes into 
the light.
Jesus says He is the Truth. He also says He is the Light of the 
world. Help us to hold fast to these facts. Help us to remember that 
Jesus said that in this world we will have trouble – so we shouldn’t 
be surprised – but that He has overcome the world – so we should 
be encouraged.
Whatever is going on in the troubled world around us – we can live 
by the real Truth – and in the real Light – Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour, who will never leave us or forsake us. Thank you so 
much.
In Jesus name. Amen.

by Daphne Kitching
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Abide with me!
Abide with me! fast falls the eventide;      
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide;     
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,     
Help of the helpless, O abide with me!
Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;     
Earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away;     
Change and decay in all around I see;      
O thou who changest not, abide with me!
I need Thy presence every passing hour;     
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's power?    
Who like Thyuself my guide and stay can be?     
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me!
I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;      
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness;     
Where is death's sting? Where grave thy victory?    
I triumph still if Thou abide with me.
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes!     
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies!    
Heaven's morning breaks; and earth's vain shadows flee!   
In life, in death, O Lord, abnide with me!
HF Lyte

I Will abide!
I will abide, though night is drawing nigh;     
Tho' clouds and darkness now obscure the sky,     
I know thy sorrows, see thy falling tear,      
Give Me thy hand, for I am ever near.
Tho' earthly joys are fleeing fast away;      
Lean upon Me and I will be thy stay;      
My grace is all sufficing, rich and free,      
Have perfect faith, I will abide by thee!
My eye is watching o'er thee, troubled child,     
My arm shall guide thee though the path be wild;    
Midst storms and tempests to My bosom flee,     
Be not afraid, I will abide with thee!
A little while and then it will be light,      
Thy faith shall be exchanged for perfect sight;     
No fears to vex thee, nothing to molest,      
For thou shalt be with me in perfect rest.
When friends forsake thee I will be thy friend;     
My love shall keep thee until life shall end;     
And when heaven's golden gate thine eye shall see,    
I will, eternally, abide with thee!

William G Honey

Supplied by Sylvia Treacy

Ask children about angels – and this is what you get!
Angels talk all the way while they’re flying you up to heaven. 
The main subject is where you went wrong before you got 
dead. – Daniel, age 9
When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath and counts 
to ten. And when he lets out his breath again, somewhere 
there’s a tornado. – Reagan, age 10
Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If you lose a 
tooth, an angel comes in through your window and leaves 
money under your pillow. Then when it gets cold, angels go 
south for the winter. – Sara, age 6

Adam and Eve’s true nationality
A Brit, a Frenchman and a Russian were viewing a painting of 
Adam and Eve frolicking in the Garden of Eden. “Look at that 
garden they are maintaining so well,” mused the Brit. “They must 
be British.”
“Nonsense,” the Frenchman disagreed. “They’re naked, and so 
beautiful. Clearly, they are French.”
“Ah, but no clothes, no shoes, no shelter,” the Russian pointed 
out, “they have only an apple to eat, and they’re being told this is 
Paradise. They are Russian.”
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Churches Together around Ludlow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Reflections 
followed by discussion 

 

every Tuesday  

February 24th to March 24th  

2-30pm to 3-45pm  
 

in the Zion Room  

at Ludlow Methodist Church 
 

Led by Rev Dr Neil Richardson 
 

A warm invitation is extended to all churches  
in and around Ludlow 

 

 
Ludlow Methodist Church 

Christian  

Resilience  

in Dark Times 
 

This is an epic and dramatic re-telling of the Easter story. The 
cast is made up of people from across the Herefordshire 
community and with a stunning soundtrack, powerful lighting and 
all amidst the beautiful architecture of the cathedral, this is a 

performance not to be missed!
Tickets are £10 for adult, £6 children and are available from the 
Cathedral website: The Hereford Passion | Hereford Cathedral
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One recent Sunday afternoon Elizabeth and I attended a service in 
Bettisfield Chapel (northwest of Wem, but just across the Welsh 
border), in the north of our circuit, to mark the chapel’s closure. The 
normal congregation had dwindled to a few, but for the occasion the 
little chapel was full, with more than 60 people – the rows of chairs 
were so closely packed that it was difficult to stand up for the hymns! 
And although it was for some a sad occasion, the mood was upbeat. 
Many of the congregation had come from Wem, where the church 
has offered a warm welcome to the Bettisfield folk.
Elizabeth wanted to go as it was the home chapel of one of her 
school friends and she had fond memories of the Hughes family and 
going to ‘specials’ there, in the days when we used to support other 
chapels for Harvest and Anniversary services.  Her friend, Enid, is 
now in a care home but her two older sisters were there and it was 
so good to see them again.
The service included reminiscences by some long-standing 
members, recalling Sunday School anniversaries and other events 
of years ago, bringing smiles to many faces. Before the service 
closed, after which we were treated to delicious scones, cakes and 
biscuits, tea and coffee, Rev. Julia and Deacon Carys led us in a 
responsive reading which I thought was very moving and worth 
bringing to a wider readership. Although it directly relates to the 
occasion of a church closure, I think it can also bring comfort in other 
circumstances – people move around quite a lot these days, for 
education, for work, for retirement, after bereavement, or to be 
nearer family.
It reads like a modern Psalm - not an accident, I’m sure:

God remains with us: Though we let go of this cherished 
place
God remains with us: Though we will feel sadness and loss
God remains with us: Though we will serve in different ways 
and pursue different causes
God remains with us: Though we will worship in new places
God’s love remains with us: God’s justice inspires us
God’s spirit will call us to action: God is eternally for us and 
with us
Thanks be to God!
Geoff Wright
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We are glad you are here

Welcome, whether you are joining us today in our building or 
online. Our cameras focus on those leading our service, but if you 
would like to ensure that you are not caught on camera, please sit 
outside the pillars on the south of the church.
Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of 
dementia, physical, sensory or mental health issues, or are 
neurodivergent. The order of service can also be found online, and 
large print copies are also available. The hearing loop works best 
on the south side of the church. Step-free access to the church is 
via a ramp on the north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via lifts in the 
porch.
Welcome to babies, children and young people. We understand 
that young children make noise. If your baby becomes upset during 
the service, you are welcome to go to the back of the church, if 
needed, to settle them. We support breastfeeding in services; we 
also have a room allocated if you prefer.
Welcome to anyone in need of safeguarding. If you would like to 
reach our safeguarding team please email … (details).
Welcome to all heritages and experiences of race, culture and 
language. You are also very welcome if you are LGBTQIA+.
Welcome if you are agnostic, or from a faith tradition other than 
Christianity.
Welcome if you are wary of faith.
Welcome if you are exploring.
Welcome if you are here to support someone else.
If you would like to explore what you believe in a friendly and non-
judgemental group … (details of ‘Being With’ course).
This church believes that all have the right to the basics of life, 
dignity and respect, especially those who find themselves on the 
margins of society.
This was found in a printed order of service from St Martin-in-the-Fields, 
Trafalgar Square, London

Supplied by Mike Owens
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Mothering Sunday - March 26th
Mothering Sunday - the fourth Sunday of Lent- offers families an 
opportunity to honour the women who have nurtured them. Lots 
of different streams and traditions have come together to make 
today’s Mothering Sunday the special day that it is. 
In the Middle Ages it was an occasion for everyone to visit their 
‘mother’ church - the place where they had been baptised. Later, 
an opportunity for those who worked away from home to visit 
their mothers became added to the mix of reasons to make it a 
special day. 
Today we honour all women who have in one way or another 
been special to us, and in church this is usually signalled by small 
bunches of flowers for every woman present. 
Treating mums and grans to Sunday lunch, chocolates and 
flowers is also part of the present mix. And will there be a simnel 
cake to be seen - a tradition from ages past - with its rich layers 
of marzipan, and eleven balls of marzipan on top, reminders of 
the 11 disciples who remained faithful to Jesus?
Not everyone has enjoyed a wonderful or enduring relationship 
with their mum, so lest we get carried away on a wave of love and 
sentimentality, there is usually space in the Mothering Sunday 
church service to reflect on and pray for those whose 
relationships with their mother were not all they might have been. 
Also, there are the families blighted by the lack of, or death of a 
child; families remembering a mum who died tragically young; 
women who never had a child but would have dearly loved the 
opportunity; all these and more are a recognition of the 
imperfections of human love, human life.
These imperfections can be brought in prayer to the God who 
mothers us. In the Old Testament, Isaiah speaks of God 
comforting His people like a mother hen. In the New Testament, 
both Matthew and Luke bear witness to Jesus expressing His 
desire to gather His people as a mother hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings. Yes, God has strong maternal qualities which 
He invites us to discover and enjoy!
Have you discovered the mothering, nurturing, maternal qualities 
which God offers to all people? It’s lovelier than flowers, more 
long-lasting than simnel cake, better than a visit from family, and 
it’s free to everyone who wants it - it could be yours!

Country’s most deprived parishes receive over £22m 
investment across three dioceses
Three Church of England dioceses are receiving over £22 million 
to support parishes in some of the country’s most deprived areas, 
with programmes focused on revitalising churches, nurturing 
young disciples, and equipping leaders for mission.
The Diocese of Exeter has agreed investment of £10m with the 
Strategic Mission and Ministry Investment Board (SMMIB) in a 
programme across Devon to energise clergy for mission, empower 
lay leaders and resource outreach to children and young people. 
It includes a specific plan to reshape the Church in Plymouth, the 
largest city in Devon and with one of the highest levels of 
deprivation. 
£9.9m has also been agreed with Manchester Diocese, to support a 
programme to provide practical support to parishes, expand ministry 
with children and young people, revitalise and plant new churches, 
and develop missional leaders.
Meanwhile, £2.3m has been invested in a programme to help the 
Diocese of St Albans grow younger and more diverse by nurturing 
new missionary disciples and leaders, revitalising and planting 
churches and increasing mission to multi-faith and multi-ethnic 
communities.

How God works

How God works

A grandmother was taking her young grandson for a walk in the 
park. The daffodils were in bloom, and it was a beautiful Spring 
day. Wanting to encourage her grandson’s spiritual understanding 
of the world, she said: “Doesn’t it look like an artist painted this 
scenery? Did you know God did all this?”

Her grandson replied:  “Oh yes, and God did it left-handed, too.” 
In astonishment, the grandmother asked what he meant. “Well, 
He must have done,” said her grandson, “because we learned at 
church last week that Jesus sits on God’s right hand.”





REVELATION WINDOW

You may have wondered what has happened to the stained-glass 
window panel that was 
displayed at the front 
of the church. It now 
has a permanent home 
in the back porch 
where natural light now 
illuminates it. Look out 
for it next time you 
come in that way or 
perhaps go that way 
intentionally to have a 
look.
The Revelation 
window was made by 
Rev Kim and Stella 
Stilwell with help from 
David Harlington, as 
part of Kim’s sabbatical 
project in 2023, and 
was given to this 
church when he 
retired.

The inspiration behind the window was to help us ponder our 
understanding of the world, as seen through the book of Revelation, 
and to think about our response to the need to find wisdom for 
God’s world today.
• The animals (beasts) represent earthly empires, past and 

present.
• The trees and their leaves signify the presence of God, 

permeating all things.
• At the centre of the picture is the Lamb (Christ) who leads us 

on the path to the mysterious heavenly kingdom, if we are 
willing to follow.

• Mike Owens




