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Trust God.

Psalm 56:10-12 NLT

I praise God for what he has promised; yes, I praise the Lord for 
what he has promised.
I trust in God, so why should I be afraid? What can mere mortals do 
to me?
I will fulfil my vows to you, O God, and will offer a sacrifice of thanks 
for your help.
As many of you know, I went on my first ever holiday alone last month. 
Holidays have always been in the company of either my parents or 
Maurice: but this year has been very different. I decided that if I didn’t 
go abroad on my own now, then I never would. 
Some kind neighbours suggested Mallorca giving me a DK Guide. I 
liked the look of it and booked.
During this ghastly year, I have always felt supported and loved by 
God, whether through his 
presence or the loving 
kindness of you all and 
others nearby. 
Nevertheless, this next 
episode seemed daunting 
as the time grew near. Then 
I visited with Felicity, Tom 
and James. At the end of the 
visit, Felicity gave me a 
copper ring upon which was 
inscribed, “Trust God.” Our 
eyes met, and I understood.
On my return to Blighty’s 
terra firma, I did indeed offer 
a sacrifice of thanks for all of His protection, goodness, grace and 
blessing. 

Denise

Pray for Armed Forces amid 'uncertain' times, General 
Synod hears
A senior Army officer has urged the Church to pray for and 
support members of the Armed Forces “who put themselves 
in harm’s way to protect our nation”.
In a recent address to the General Synod, Brigadier Jaish 
Mahan, Deputy Commander of the 1st UK Division – who has 
served in Kosovo, Sierra Leone, Iraq and Afghanistan – 
spoke of how the world is in a “complex place”’ currently with 
conflict in Europe and in the Middle East, and several other 
“unstable” regions around the world.
He said the Army is “hugely privileged” to be supported by 
“truly exceptional” chaplains who, he said, are “part of the 
fabric of our family”.
“Their role is complex, from pastoral and spiritual, through to 
moral, often helping our leaders make the right decisions on 
a difficult day,” he said.
“My own personal experience of chaplains across my career 
and deployments has been that they have been truly 
exceptional people,” he added.
Brigadier Mahan, a practising Christian, asked members to 
pray for and support members of the Armed Forces who face 
dangers to protect the nation.
He drew a connection between the place of the Armed Forces 
and the Church which he said had “always stood fast in times 
of crisis”.
He said: “First, please continue to pray for and support those 
men and women, and their families, who put themselves in 
harm’s way to protect our nation.
“Secondly, please consider how you as the church leadership 
might support our nation, now in this time of uncertainty and 
should, heaven forbid, we find ourselves in a largescale 
conflict.
“The military, like the Church, is part of the fabric of our 
nation, fundamental pillars that hold together our house, our 
society.”
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The Fun in Fund-Raising Group has met since April 2022 with 
some members serving much longer.  During that time we have 
come up with some excellent fund-raising ideas.  Now, after 
much discussion, it was agreed to disband at the end of 
December 2025 to let other people in the Church either form a 
new group or come up with individual ideas to organise 
themselves.  We, like many of our Church community, are getting 
older and feel that we have done our bit over the last few years 
so now it's over to others to have a go.  Thanks for all your 
support since April 2022.

Lindsay Beavon

Church Directory
The church directory is currently being refreshed and will be 
distributed in November.
Could I ask you all please to check the details against your 
name in the current version, and, if there are any corrections 
to be made, please pass them on to Ron Gittings, in writing 
please. You may have moved, changed your email address or 
mobile ‘phone number etc.
If you are not already included in the directory please contact 
either Joyce Evans or Ron Gittings for the relevant form to 
complete.
Thank you.

Dates for your Diary at Ludlow Methodist Church
Friday, the 12th September. Geoff's second Quiz of the year 
in the café area at 7pm.

Saturday, the 11th October. Rockerfellas Concert with 
guests Ruth Owens & Jane Hughes in the Church at 7.30pm. 
Donations in lieu of tickets to be split between the Church and 
Christian Aid.

Saturday, the 29th November. Celebrate Christmas in the 
Church and café areas between 10am - 2pm. Come and 
share the fun, sing carols, browse the stalls and learn more 
about the true meaning of Christmas. More details at a later 
date.
Maureen Farmery
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Church skittles at Bitterley 
Village Hall, Saturday 2nd

August
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Orleton celebrates 135 years:
On Sunday 10th August, Orleton members held a celebratory 
service, led by Richard Hall, to celebrate 135 years of 
Methodism at Orleton.
The service was followed by a superb lunch, generously 
hosted by Paul and Sarah Burnham. Good food and good 
company!



10 11

Save the date:
25th September, Thursday at 7.30.

Neil Parkinson will be coming to us at Broad Street to describe 
his experiences volunteering with EAPPI (Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme for Palestine and Israel) and what 
life is like on the West Bank..
EAPPI practises “principled impartiality” which means it is 
neither pro-Israel nor pro Palestinian, though it is pro – human 
rights and international humanitarian law.
Neil spent 3 months based in the South Hebron Hills and it 
should be interesting to hear a first hand account of life in the 
region.
Adrian Williams
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world record! Campbell took 
the boat out on Christmas Day 
and reportedly hit 250mph. 
Another run on Boxing Day 
achieved 283mph, Campbell 
saw the new record looming 
and there was no going back.
The team was expected to 
gather on the 27th, including 
the official time keepers. Also 
back on the scene was 
Campbell’s great friend and adviser, Leo Villa, who had been with him 
on all of his record attempts. Upon learning of these unofficial trips, 
he actually arrived during one, he was absolutely livid. 
4th January…
The weather remained unfavourable, but it had been a lot worse. 
Perhaps they could get a run in? At 0841Hrs rockets were fired to 
scare wild life away from the lake, and at 0845Hrs Campbell started 
his last record attempt. This would consist of two runs through a 
measured kilometre. To achieve the record Bluebird would need to 
average 300mph through the two runs. The second run would have 
to commence within one hour of the first. This allowed time to refuel 
and for the disturbance on the lake created by the first run to 
dissipate, which could take up to 20 minutes. Running at those sort 
of speeds on small planes required a smooth surface.
At the end of his first run Campbell had achieved a speed of 
297.6mph, just less than 3mph required for the record. That meant he 
needed to reach something like 315mph on the return leg.
At 0849Hrs, less than four minutes since reaching the end of his run, 
Campbell was moving again. Leo Villa simply could not believe it, he 
had always been consulted before any return run. The circumstances 
were stacking up.
Approximately 150yards before the end of the measured kilometre, 
Bluebird simply took off, did a somersault, broke up and sank to the 
bottom of the lake.
A team of Royal Navy divers was sent from HMS Safeguard in Rosyth 
to search for the body. The wreckage of the boat was found, but there 
was no trace of Campbell. He had, at some point in the past, made it 
clear that if this sort of thing were to happen the boat was to be left 
where it lay. And so it did. For a further 34 years.

With the help of the RAF photographic analysis department, an 
investigation was initiated. Analysis showed that Bluebird, on her 
first run, had peaked at over 300mph (nearly 320mph at the end of 
the measured kilometre) 
and was far more stable 
with the new engine than 
the old one. She was fitted 
with a very simple water 
brake, operated by 
hydraulics, and a simple 
switch, from the cockpit. 
This was designed to help 
slow the boat down.
During its time in the 
measured kilometre for the second run,  the boat peaked at 
328.12mph. Did this mean that Campbell would have achieved his 
record if tragedy hadn’t struck?
The safety limit on the boat was just 6⁰. After much research and 
consideration, it was calculated that the margin had been reduced 
to less than 1⁰. Once he had realised he was in trouble Campbell 
started to decelerate and applied the water brake. Ironically, this 
only made the situation worse, if he had applied the brake before 
decelerating he may have averted the accident.
It seems that Campbell, in his haste to achieve the record that day, 
had taken a chance that simply hadn’t worked. Bluebird hit water  
so rough that it completely destabilised the boat.
With permission from Gina Campbell, Donald’s daughter, Bluebird 
was raised on the 8th March 2021. A further thorough search was 
conducted to find Campbell’s remains, and, on the 28th May his 
headless body was discovered and brought to the surface. It was 
taken ashore in a box draped with the Union Flag. The funeral 
service took place on the 12th September in St Andrews Church in 
Coniston, where he still rests in peace.
Source: Donald Campbell, The Man behind the Mask by David 
Tremayne
Images, all taken in the John Ruskin Musuem in Coniston:
1. A statue of Campbell, possibly in bronze.                                    
2.  A restored Bluebird K7.                                                               
3.  Bluebird’s Orpheus jet engine, showing the ravages of 34                 
 years under water.                                          

Ron Gittings
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The Methodist Church, the Mining Community and its 
Legacy

The 139th Durham Miners Gala took place in July. Around 200,000 
people attended this annual celebration of community, international 
solidarity and working-class life. Stuart Lawson explains the 
relationship between the Methodist Church, the mining community 
and its legacy, with Durham Methodist Church still playing an active 
part  in the Gala.

In the coalfields of 18th and 19th-century Britain, two forces shaped 
the lives of working-class communities more than any others: 
mining and Methodism. The backbreaking labour of coal extraction, 
with its dangers and hardships, forged a unique social world—one 
where religion, especially Methodism, provided spiritual strength, 
moral guidance, and a sense of community. The bond between 
miners and Methodism was not merely incidental; it was a defining 
feature of industrial working-class culture for more than a century.
Wesley's decision to preach outdoors to working people, including 
miners in places like Kingswood near Bristol, Newcastle and 
Durham, marked a radical departure from the norms of Anglican 
practice.  Wesley's messages resonated deeply with miners. He 
spoke directly to their struggles, offering a version of Christianity that 
was personal, emotional, and inclusive. Chapel communities also 
became centres of mutual aid. Before formal unions or state welfare, 
Methodists organized support for injured workers, widows, and 
orphans. The emphasis on community responsibility helped cultivate 
a culture of solidarity that later fed into labour movements now sadly 
a shadow of what the labour movement was intended to be.
The decline of both the coal industry and organised religion in the 
late 20th century weakened the bond between miners and 
Methodism. As mines closed and chapel attendance fell, 
communities lost not just jobs and congregations but the social fabric 
that had sustained them for generations.  Yet the legacy remains. 
The cultural memory of the chapel—the singing, the sermons, the 
solidarity continues to shape narratives of working-class life. In 
literature, film, and oral history, the miner-Methodist remains a 
symbol of dignity, discipline, and resilience.
The Miners Gala in Durham, starting in 1871, has only been 
cancelled because of the two world wars and Covid.  Durham City 

Methodist Church is along the route of the parade. For many 
generations Durham City Methodists have been providing 
refreshments during the day. 

There is a great community atmosphere in the city during the 
Gala. The whole church family comes together to raise money 
for the charity of the year:  this year, St Cuthbert's Hospice in 
Durham. The local Air Cadets and the Scout leaders came along 
to support too.
It is a long and tiring day but the benefits of the many 
conversations that are had, memories of past times revisited and 
the whole team effort is a joy to behold and spiritually uplifting. 
One of the church stewards said, “I feel one of the best things 
about the Gala today was the sheer number of folks who took 
time to sit in church, or to chat with us, pray, light candles etc. 
They very much appreciated it.”
Durham City Methodists has been there and will continue to be 
there celebrating and bringing food for the body and the soul to 
all who attend the Gala.

Methodist News
Elizabeth Wright

Quotes:
Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil – it has no point. 
– Billy Graham

Don’t give up on yourself. God doesn’t. Even Moses was once 
a basket case. – Anon

We play the game; God keeps the score. – Erwin W Lutzer

Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who 
mind don’t matter and those who matter don’t mind. – Dr Seuss

Children are a great comfort in your old age, and they help you 
reach it faster too. – Lionel Kauffman
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I recently picked up a book in 

Ludlow Library: "They came by sea: 

stories of a greater Britain"  by 

Horatio Clare. (362.870941)

I had previously read about him 

growing up in a rather alternative 

fashion on the borders of Wales. It 

was beautifully written and when I 

read an extract at a WI near 

Shrewsbury a lady said "O, his 

mum was my friend.  I did the 

flowers for her wedding. His 

parents were exactly as he 

described them. They hadn’t 

thought about flowers, even a 

posie, until the morning of the 

wedding itself, and I just rushed 

round the garden" 

"They came to Britain" is a 

polemic on the refugee crisis; the 

way that governments have 

responded pouring money into 

trying to "stop the boats", and 

organisations like the RNLIB and 

Border Force, charities and 

individuals responding with 

humanity and compassion. 

"This story , as it has been told 

to and by the nation, misrepresents 

everyone. Brave and resourceful 

people crossing the Channel in 

hope and belief have been 

disfigured into faceless threats. The 

volunteers, organisers, aid workers 

and very many members of the 

public who help and support 

refugees, migrants and asylum 

seekers are slandered, denigrated 

or ignored. The populace of Britain, 

who are as overwhelmingly  kind, 

sympathetic and generous as the 

people in the small boats believe us 

to be, are made to feel fearful, 

mean and foolish. And yet, almost 

invisibly, almost unreported, our 

tangled response to the small boats 

crossing the Channel also flowers 

with the quiet and mighty goodness 

of the best of us and our forebears.

..."

It's not difficult to read, but 

certainly redresses some of the 

messages fed through certain 

sections of the media. It makes you 

think and in spite of all offers a 

message of hope....
Adrian Williams
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Wills…
Have you made your list? You may not want to think about this-
but you should! Avoiding thinking about the end of our life can 
lead to distress and confusion for those we leave behind.       
The former chief coroner Peter Thornton, suggests  we should 
collect some essentials before we need them; a copy of your 
will, birth and marriage certificates, details of your GP, solicitor, 
and an accountant, if you have one, NHS and tax numbers, a 
summary of finances and insurance policies, notes about the 
funeral, passwords and a brief life story, what sort of funeral you 
want and what you want to happens to your remains. He calls it 
his ‘death file’ and the family know where it’s kept.
As he says, ‘the more you prepare for death, the more room you 
make for life’ and putting your affairs in order makes all the 
difference to you, those you love, and how you are remembered. 

Where have I put the will?
Stephen Dalton.

Smiles 

What do Alexander the Great and Winnie the Pooh have in 
common?
They both share the same middle name.
How does the moon cut his hair?
Eclipse it.
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary?
A thesaurus.
I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough.
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A Chance Encounter in Bewdley
And what it can lead to (if you are curious – nosey?)

One Saturday in July we decided to have a day out in Bewdley, 
not having been there for some years.  It so happened that it was 
the Cherry Fayre and 1940s weekend so it was busy.  We 
browsed through the Heritage Museum, which is worth a visit.  
Because of the 1940s weekend the air raid shelter in the garden 
was open with a guide to tell us about it.  The Jubilee Park is 
lovely.
We used a guided walk on the geology of the stones of Bewdley 
to explore the town a bit more.
In High Street we paused to lament the sad state of one of the big 
old houses and then noticed the lovely garden of the house next 
door.  While we were admiring the catalpa trees and echiums 
(both of which feature in our little garden) a lady passing asked if 
we were looking at the state of the old house.  She told me it was 
lived in (which surprised me) by a brother and sister who had also 
owned the nearby Ribbesford House (a chateau-type building, 
she said) which had been sold a few years ago – and it had also 
been in a very dilapidated state.
I had never heard of Ribbesford but decided to ask Mr Google, 
when we got home, what he knew about it.  Ribbesford House 
takes its name from the Ribbesford family, who lived there during 
the reign of Henry II. It had certainly been a very grand house, 
with 20 bedrooms and 10 reception rooms. During WWII it had 
been used to house Free French Army soldiers and was visited 
on several occasions by General de Gaulle. Prime Minister 
Stanley Baldwin, who was born in Bewdley, and Rudyard Kipling 
(who were first cousins) had also visited it.  The estate goes back 
1,000 years, with the current house dating from the 16th century.
We subsequently visited Ribbesford Church beside Ribbesford 
House, presumably built for the estate.  The original church was 
built around 1150.  It has some interesting features, such as 500 
year-old English oak pillars, a wooden porch dating back to 1633 
and a William Morris window.  The window is based on a design 
by the pre-Raphaelite artist, Edward Burne-Jones, and dedicated 
to Burne-Jones’ mother-in-law, Hannah Macdonald, who was the 
grandmother of Stanley Baldwin and Rudyard Kipling.  
Incidentally Hannah Macdonald’s brother Frederick was 

President of the Methodist Conference in 1896 and their father 
and grandfather were both Methodist ministers.
In 1947 Wing Commander Alfred Howell bought the House and 
had it converted into 12 apartments.  Wing Commander Howell’s 
home was the sad-looking house in High Street, Bewdley and it is 
his son and daughter who live there now.

Elizabeth Wright

Sodoku (easy)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_II_of_England
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BLACKFORD CHAPEL,  THE FINALE!
THE DAY, (July 13th 2025) arrived, warm and sunny.
People started arriving before 2 pm and kept coming for an hour. 
The lane was lined with cars as far as you could see.  Some sat 
outside. We achieved a record attendance of about 65 (and one little 
dog!) including several who had attended Sunday School there in 
their youth!
Thankfully,  at the last minute, I thought of getting people to record 
their attendance...so there is a record to look back on!
The service was led by the Minister, Reverend Denise Hargreaves,  
ably assisted by Adrian Williams, Stephen Dalton and Ruth Downes. 

Stories were told and we rousingly  sang 8 hymns accompanied by 
Sue Cornah on the ailing harmonium.
The service was followed by a tea in the Village Hall (thank you 
Billie, Riley, Bobbie and Ashley). Phil Amphlett allowed us to park in 
the adjacent field which made access so much easier (thank you 
Phil).
Many  of the congregation carried on with the celebrations at the 

hall. There was much chatting and reminiscing.  Some had brought 
their wedding photos (held at the chapel) and memorabilia from 
Sunday School days, old 'Plans' and other articles and photos were 
passed around.

It was a lovely memorable day, celebrating and giving thanks for  
156 years of Worship and Praise at our unique Chapel.
Of course it was tinged with sadness, regret and 'what ifs' but a 
happy day and catching up with so many lovely people made it 
easier!

Janet James

Holy Days: 29th Sept, Michael and All Angels

Michael is an archangel, whose name means ‘who is like unto 
God?’  He makes various appearances throughout the Bible, 
from the book of Daniel to the Book of Revelation.  In Daniel, he 
is ‘one of the princes’ of the heavenly host, and the special 
guardian of Israel.  In Revelation, he is the principal fighter of the 
heavenly battle against the devil.

From early times, Michael’s cult was strong in the British Isles.  
Churches at Malmesbury (Wiltshire), Clive (Gloucestershire) 
and Stanmer (East Sussex) were dedicated to him.  Bede 
mentions him.  St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall was believed to 
commemorate a vision there in the 8th century.  By the end of 
the Middle Ages, Michael had 686 English churches dedicated 
to him.

In art Michael is often depicted as slaying the dragon, as in the 
14th century East Anglican Psalters, or in Epstein’s famous 
sculpture at Coventry cathedral.  Or he is found (in medieval art) 
as weighing souls, as at Chaldon (Surrey), Swalcliffe (Oxon.), 
Eaton Bishop (Hereford and Worcester), and Martham in 
Suffolk.  Michael’s most famous shrine in western Europe is 
Mont-Saint-Michel, where a Benedictine abbey was founded in 
the 10th century.  

The ‘All Angels’ bit of this feast-day was added in 1969 when 
Gabriel and Raphael were included in with Michael.


